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Editorial 1

Nandigram: An Analysis
When the armed CPIM hooligans and party-chieftains were celebrating their

‘victory’ over Nandigram, their hired-hooligans and armed-cadres were celebrat-
ing victory in their prolonged war of capturing Nandigram by jubilantly raping
women, killing, maiming persons and razing, burning down houses after houses
for some days, the question that vexed the struggling workers and peasants and
revolutionary activists is: What will happen to Nandigram, next? If any definite
answer is unavailable, this question will naturally give rise to some sort of haunt-
ing pessimism, even though hidden, like:“Then… is Nandigram finished!” To get
a definite and also correct answer, we must start with another question: What is
really meant by ‘Nandigram’? For which ‘Nandigram’ are you concerned or wor-
ried! The reason behind thistroublesome question is that during the whole of
the Nandigram episode the view of bourgeois media, be those in favour of CPIM
or those against CPIM, had a sway; revolutionary communist viewpoint was
markedly missing even among the so-called Communist Revolutionary [hence-
forth ‘CR’] Camp whose ‘mass’ influence is infinitesimally tiny; and these led to
immersion or submerging of CR activists in swarming media-propagated notions.

The media, both pro- and anti- Nandigram struggle, portrayed Nandigram
struggle as a fight for ‘area grabbing’, naturally for ‘electoral gains’, between
CPIM and TMC (or TMC led bloc). As evidence they could illustrate # the fleeing
of CPIM leaders, activists with family from Nandigram, and then fleeing of BUPC
supporters from the other side of the ‘border’ or ‘line-of-control’; then, # TMC’s
active help and role behind the fighting platform of Nandigram, i.e., the BUPC,
to the extent of even well-nigh usurping ‘control’; plus, # the continuous battle
between armed cadres [and CPIM-hired hooligans] of both sides that naturally
hints at active and regular supplies of arms and ammunitions from two warring
parties, both TMC and CPIM. There were media stories hinting involvement of
the Maoists too in the battle there after the March 14 incident. But nobody, even
none of the parties or organisations mentioned above, tried to show and em-
phasize thatit wasthose rebel ‘ordinary villagers’ who really fought the deci-
sive battlesin Nandigram and most crucial results were decided by those thou-
sands of ‘ordinary’ rebels themselves; and so, that organisation argued, for the
sake of further development of their strugglethe toiling people should come up
to take steering wheel of its own struggle and organisation in their own hands,
they should take their destiny in their own hands!!

As for example: Consider the very beginning of the battle, January 1st week
— Who made Nandigram a virtual fortress digging up roads and pulling down
bridges? How many tens or hundreds of thousands of man-days could it take to
achieve such a feat what those ‘ordinary’ folks did in a single day? More impor-
tantly, just thinkcan any party of establishment and their leaders ever dream it
or dare to instruct the masses for such an act? No revolutionary party/group was
there at that time, neither any of them could imagine such a step at that time.
Then, who ‘designed’ such a move and how was that achieved? It is those ordi-
nary masses of toilers, scores of thousands, who themselves summed up the
‘lesson of Singur’ in their own way and thought of obstructing the brutal anti-
people state machinery, the govt forces, from entering Nandigram. CPIM lead-
ers are still trying to befool or baffle the ‘intelligentsia’ saying ‘why did nobody
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of them tell anything aboutour [i.e. CPIM’s] evicted people!’ We are not going
to themessthe CPIM leaders made about their ‘own’ evicted people by contin-
uously giving totally different numbers of the latter, but rather an unpleasant
counter-question: why were the CPIM people ‘evicted’ after7th January?What
CPIM did there on 7th January? Who killed those three first martyrs of 2007 in
Nandigram and under whose instruction were they killed? Dare Karat-Yechuri-&-
co answer this? Didn’t this brutal act of CPIM led to bursting of mass-anger and
hatred against them in Nandigram? Who continuously threatened Nandigram
that land will be forcefully grabbed there for ‘industrialisation’ before and even
after CM’s ‘withdrawal gesture’? And finally, why CPIM didn’t let most of those
evicted CPIM persons go back when situation for that was ready, i.e., by May-
June’07? Was that not for the single purpose of using them only as ‘trump-card’?
x Consider aleast media-focused episode, that of the 16th March. CPIM party
thugs and state police forces together attacked Nandigram on 14th March;
mass-carnage, gang rapes and … what not followed that raid! The Governor, and
a good section of intelligentsia too, felt cold shiver of ghastly terror; members of
intelligentsia took to streets on protest…. Everywhere, in all discussions, the vi-
olence, state-terror etc filled all the space. Nobody could imagine a ‘fight back’
to be at all possible. But some 35-40 thousands of those rebel ‘ordinary villag-
ers’ spontaneously got organised by snowballing from funeral march of a few,
and the mournful funeral march ‘suddenly’ turned into a double-quick resistance
march of tens of thousands seething in wrath that overwhelmed police forces
and CPIM cadres camping in Sonachura — Nandigram was ‘re-liberated’ within
48 hours of the state sponsored massacre! Again think: who ‘decided’ that
course of action; who ‘organised’ and ‘led’ the masses? TMC? SUCI? BUPC local-
leadership? Maoists? … No. Nobody could think of such a measure that time. But
that materialised, and the architects-cum-labourers of this move were the mass-
es of toiling people themselves.Everybody seems to have forgotten that
masses of people, i.e. workers and peasants can think out and do things
themselves. Everybody chose not to see that history in its remaking is
giving birth to struggles “from below” [and organisations “from below”
too in some places]!

Then why didn’t we see any such ‘mass spontaneous action’ during the gory
assault of CPIM in the first two weeks of Nov? Why Nandigram couldn’t remain
the same, i.e., the indomitable fortress of BUPC? What happened to the ‘sponta-
neity’ of the masses? [Of course anybody will admit that ‘spontaneity’ is not a
mechanical thing that can show the same repeated reincarnations time and
again like, say, a  perfect ‘simple harmonic motion’ or a ‘looping’. Though, even
so, there remains the question: why we saw totally different mood of the mass-
es in 7–11 Nov, from what it was 10 months ago, during 7–11 Jan!] What af-
fected them? To understand the reasons we are to diagnose of first 10 months
of Nandigram Struggle and look into some factors that influenced the process:
(1)The internal factor— but actually we’ll see that there were ‘two’ different
crucial internal factors: (1.A) the factor connected to the ‘war’, as the battle, a
literally speaking ‘battle’ was going on there for almost ten long months; and
then (1.B) there was the factor connected with ‘peace’ or the non-war activi-
ties of the leadership of both local level BPPC and TMC, etc ‘outside’ forces; and
both these had ‘effects’ on the ‘masses of people’ there; in practice these two
factors worked hand in hand, they were interconnected; but we’ll discuss these
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separately only for the benefit of better understanding. And, ( 2)The external
factor, i.e., the ‘environment’ within which Nandigram had to fight.

(1) As we wrote about the feat of those rebel ‘ordinary’ village toilers in our
editorial< Nandigram: Some Aspects Seldom Discussed> in April ’07 is-
sue: “During the January-March period …the Nandigram fighters showed extra-
ordinary (in today’s standard)organised behaviour and also during their fight
they could cast aside their (old) party-identities. Months of resistance and the
fight back on 16th March shows their organised way of acting evidently, and
indeed by their March 16th they overshadowed March 14th.” What Nandigram
showed on the 1st week of January and 16th Marchwere not their exceptional
‘behaviour’; spontaneously arranging peoples’ night-vigils for months where
each day hundreds participated in turn and the striking “Sankh-and-Ajaan” phe-
nomena [Sankh means Conch-Shells the sound of which symbolises start of a
puja and Ajaan is prayer call from mosques — these two were used by Nandi-
gram masses to summon people for urgent quick mass-assembly of thousands
ready-to-fight] had been continuing there for a long period.But both the inter-
nal factors of ‘war’ and ‘peace’ were conducted by the leadership in such a way
consciously or unknowingly that led to dampening of the spirit of the masses,
the spontaneity, let alone any effort for organising-and-educating the spontane-
ous ‘mass in action’ to form a formidable mass-force.

(1.A) Nobody saw that there was any conscious, unwearied and continuous
attempt on part of the ‘leaders’ or ‘armed-fighters’ there to help the struggling
masses there to become conscious ‘actors’ and help them organise, if needed
and possible, a peoples’ own ‘forces’. Rather, what they did de facto meant:
making struggling thousands dependent on perhaps a few dozens of ‘armed-
fighters’, and ultimately putting ‘arms’above the people. Roughly from April till
September, a long period of 6 months was there when the ‘battle’ was confined
in a narrow zone, and in that narrowed battle too there was no part for the
people. People were taught indirectly that they had no ‘business’ with the mat-
ter of border-war; neither they have any ‘business’ in policy making. People
were taught indirectly that it was better to think of the next election [of Pancha-
yat] where their role would be to ‘vote out’ CPIM;people were relegated to the
role that parliamentary democracy permit people to do — but these belong to
the ‘peace’ part. But people knew that the ‘border-war’ was important for the
survival of Nandigram and for that ‘important’ thing they should recognize the
‘beneficial’ role of ‘external’ human agents who ‘managed’ the supply-lines, who
‘train’ and/or ‘lead’ the ‘platoon’… the ‘beneficial’ role of the ‘armed-fighters’…
the ‘beneficial’ role of those through which ‘aids’ were coming…even the ‘be-
nevolent’ role, as some of them told a workers delegation that visited there on
May 1,of the ‘intellectuals’ who were bringing media limelight to the erstwhile
dark Nandigram [most villages of Nandigram are without electricity] — it is real-
ly interesting, the people were tutored this way in our society!If really the Mao-
ists were there and had some ‘command’, they too cannot evade responsibility
of all these. And CPIM cunningly, patiently continued the border-war to help the
process of making the people reliant on ‘external’ benefactors, few ‘leaders’ and
‘armed personnel’, because they knew ultimately CPIM goons could overwhelm
Nandigram only when the masses of people would not repeat another early Jan-
uary or 16th March!
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(1.B) TMC, naturally as a bourgeois parliamentary party, cannot want to see

its grip loosening over masses turning anti-CPIM, never can want to see work-
ers-peasants masses leading their own struggle and organisation.But TMC was
not the sole factor there. The most important factor was ‘the masses them-
selves’ who are coming out of the shadows of the past, the habits of the past
like that of depending on ‘external’ ‘educated’ ‘ladies and gentlemen’ etc,but
still couldn’t make a decisive break with the past, still the ‘old’ and the
‘new’ are mingled inside their consciousness.We’ll look into this factor
again later. The other determining factor was CPIM, who continuously made
armed attacks for 2 reasons: the best possible result for them was to ‘recapture’
Nandigram and keep Nandigram under its boots; the worst possible result for
them was that due to continuous armed assault by CPIM the masses there would
be compelled to solicit ‘armed’ help from external forces like the TMC, then the
masses will come under TMC’s grip which is better than masses building up their
own fight and organisation, and if CPIM can portray the Nandigram struggle is a
fight between two warring parties or blocs where ‘masses of people’ have noth-
ing to obtain than sufferings, then that will help CPIM to move closer to its de-
sired best result.

But have ‘the masses of people’ totally succumbed to dual pressure of TMC
and CPIM and became ‘just TMC men’ or pawns? Certainly No. Then? Firstly, the
continuous battle engaged their mind awesomely; plus, they couldn’t believe in
‘promises’ of a Chief Minister that the proposed Chemical Hub will not be set up
there, because the govt and CPIM behaved so wickedly that no one can put faith
on its promises. Without direct backing of thousands of toiling people there it
was not possible to maintain an effective ‘line of control’ by a handful of armed
fighters. Secondly, none of those working as the local level leadership that time
could grip with full seriousness the necessity of ‘organising and educating’ the
masses, always keeping them conscious and ready, etc, which eventually made
the masses of people disarrayed, or better to say ‘passive’, for so long a period,
at least in the vital May-to-Sept period which gave somewhat a ‘breathing
space’. But it wasnot onlyreadiness to fight that matters, also, and more im-
portantly, there was the necessity of bringing the masses to ‘control’ the fight
and the organisation. Barring a small revolutionary organisation that incidentally
had no ‘say’ there, nobody gripped the theme of reawakening of the workers-
peasants masses and the necessary agitation-propaganda thereof. Thirdly, the
disarrayed-ness or passivity of masses of people increased with increased ‘divi-
sion’ of masses-versus-leaders that was natural to grow due to the role of the
not-so-conscious leadership, especially if the leaders enter into the domain of
‘governmental administrative activities’ generating bureaucratic tendencies
among them, obviously keeping the masses at backyard. The peacetime activi-
ties of some of the top/middle ranking BUPC leadership also estranged the peo-
ple. Fourthly, the TMC, either unwittingly or being ‘befooled’ by CPIM govt,
thought andpropagated within the masses in those crucial early-Nov days that
an honourable ‘settlement’ had been reached, ‘we have won’, etc; which result-
ed in further disarrayed-ness and a major section of the masses were taken
aback by the sudden high-pitch assaults of CPIM! Though it must be mentioned
that in one particular sense, i.e., regarding “the necessity to prolong the ‘battle’
or keep intact the ‘free-of-CPIM zone’ at least till next summer”, the frame of
mind of the masses and the plan of TMC coincided, because, the masses too
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believed that keeping their bastion intactmeans keeping CPIM from regaining
Panchayat-administration there; and that was due to, what we mentioned earli-
er, the frame of mind of the masses whostill couldn’t make a decisive break
with the past, still the ‘old’ and the ‘new’ are mingled inside their consciousness,
who still thought and measured win-or-loss mainly in parliamentary-political
terms.

(1. A+B) Ultimately the local leadership had to go to the masses, ultimately
again two demonstrations were there on both of which CPIM fired; but it was
too late, and the Nov 2nd week demonstrations didn’t had the ‘mood’ of 16th
March one. When a rally of some ten thousand went to Nandigram Police Station
and urged their help, their presence, with the rallying masses towards interior
[which the police declined] — the incident itself portrayed the stark difference of
early-Jan-&-16-March with early Nov. May we call it spontaneity ‘chained’ and
‘dampened’ for time being due to various factors!

(2) Now lets see the ‘external’ factor(s): Nandigram was an isolated rebel-
lious island amidst a sea of enforced-peace; but then their situationwas not as
difficult as that of workers of Hindustan Unilever [Garden-Reach, Calcutta] in the
late-1980s in the sense that rebellions amongst workers have in the meantime
started, new fighting organisations have cropped up, albeit in a small number of
factories, and lately the trend of rural restlessness breaking into rebellion has
started too. Recent months showed many cases of rural revolts, and not surpris-
ingly, many such rebels warned the village vested interest nexus: ‘We’ll make
Nandigram here’. It also compelled CPIM to show workers and peasants at large
that ‘CPIM can crush Nandigram’ to frighten the people least they dared to rebel.
Any way, the ‘environment’ is not that favourable for Nandigram that they can
depend for help from the quarters of rebelling workers and peasants. The Nandi-
gram rebels’ battle for carrying on the fight depended almost solely on them-
selves. If there were a strong current of ‘new’ struggles of workers and peas-
ants, if Nandigram got active help from them, Nandigram could found itself on
more favourable ground, and would not have to depend on forces ‘external’ to
them. In other words, mainly by extending the area of ‘new’ struggles and or-
ganisations, by broadening the rebel bastions and by intensifying fights, the ‘ex-
ternal’ world could help Nandigram effectively. But anyway, the situation right
now is not like that.

(1+2) All these added up to become what it happened in the first two
weeks of Nov 07. But we are to remember, Nandigram is not Keshpur-Garbeta
where the CPIM ousted TMC in area-grabbing fights between two established
parties — Nandigram is in some sense a manifestation of the ‘new’ struggles of
masses of people that are coming up.Elements of ‘new’ and ‘old’ were admixed
there with the ‘old’ in dominating position,but the ‘new’ announced its birth,
its presence there, its possible mightiness, through clarion calls.So no
final verdict can be passed on Nandigram for long term and even for short term.
And then Nandigram, as a rebel spirit is alive in the fights, in the rebellions of
workers and peasants in general.

The relatively ‘advanced’ elements of rebel masses of people in Nandigram are
surely summing up the experience of last one year, trying to learn from battles
won and lost, and it is very important and vital. As we are finishing this notes,
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indications obtained from there declare: contrary to media reports of CPIM ‘tri-
umph’, ‘recapture’ and offensive, Nandigram’s rebel spirit is still pulsating; they
are in no ‘surrendering’ mood in many villages and that made CPIM rather wor-
ried. It is the bounden duty of the class-conscious workers to help them in cor-
rectly summing up of the rich experience they went through.

Editorial 2

Asom: Massacre of Tribal People

Appeal to Workers, Peasants and Toiling Tribal People
25th November saw the most ugly, most brutal assault and massacre of Tribe-

People in India ‘Independent’, and that outrageous scene was enacted in Guwa-
hati, Asom (Assam). At least two hundred tribe people, mostly students and
youth, many of them women, were beaten mercilessly in full sight of state po-
lice; girl students were paraded naked; many of those beaten died on spot; govt
hospital were filled with dead and deadly-injured bodies – so ghastly was the
experience that even an Ahomiya youth, who tried his best to rescue a tribal girl
forced to run naked on the road in broad daylight, couldn’t forget the traumatic
experience of him, an Ahomiya medico ran away in frenzy from a govt hospital
seeing scores of blood-littered smashed bodies of tribal youths pouring in the
hospital….

What was their fault? Those tribal youth assembled and marched at the call of
an ‘Adivasi’ students’ association of Asom that organised primarily those who are
known as ‘Tea-Tribes’ — a peculiar name indeed for Tribe People working in the
Tea Gardens of Asom, many of them being Santhals (who are perhaps the big-
gest tribe in India with population of tens of millions) and Mundas, both enslaved
and taken from Bengal in the British Period to work in the Tea Gardens. There
were also other tribal people in the rally who also didn’t get ST status in Asom;
and they have been demanding govt acceptance of all Tribe People as ‘Sched-
uled Tribes’ and grant of trifle govt ‘benefits’ like ‘reservation’ in govt jobs as par
constitutional norms. These Tribes, particularly the Santhali, Munda, etc people
get that ‘ST’ status in all other major states barring Asom, and they demanded
only that much ‘justice’ from the Congress led govt off Asom. For that ‘sin’ or
‘audacity’ they were taught well by well-trained thugs —because it is unbeliev-
able that ordinary Ahomiya (Assamese National) people committed such a bar-
baric act that even would make savages feel shy; and factually too it will be
sheer untruth to say that ordinary Ahomiya people neighbouring that site perpe-
trated that crime even if a section of media propagandised the same saying ‘…in-
furiated by unruly attacks of thousands of armed tribal youth on shops, cars, etc
the local residents hit back’. Those media-persons never bothered to think: If
some ‘thousands of armed tribal youth’ had really any intention to ‘attack’, was
it possible for their capital town to remain intact?What really happened was that
a handful of non-tribal upper-caste miscreants, as part of a well-planned con-
spiracy, got into the rally of the tribal youth, and they started breaking glass
panes of shops and cars etc; and another bigger gang on miscreants, they too
were lads of upper-caste-and-prosperous Assamese, riding on motor-bikes
fanned up anti-tribal frenzy, they themselves started the brutal attacks, coordi-
nated the whole gruesome affair, while the state police forces acting just like
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onlookers, which proved beyond doubt the governmental instigation and conspir-
acy of the genocide.

The revolutionary workers call upon the workers and all toiling peo-
ple to condemn that barbaric attack on Tribe people; and not only that,
they also appeal to the toiling people of Asom and mainland India to
come forward in support of all just demands of the Tribal people and to
protest vehemently any oppression of tribal people. The workers being the
most revolutionary class of the society must stand solidly against all sorts of
oppressionsincluding those oppressions based on non-class categories like
caste, nationality-tribe-language-culture-etc, religion, etc. Unless all oppressed
people are liberated the working class cannot liberate itself from oppression. It
is the bounden duty of the working class to lead the struggle of liberation of the
humanity. Besides, it is well known to the workers that those assaulted Tribes in
Asom are themselves workers and peasants too, i.e., many of them are our class
sisters and brothers and many are our closest ally force in the revolution to
come.

The revolutionary workers also call upon all Tribal sisters and brothers,firstly,
to ponder whether a governmental sanction of ST status can at all alleviate the
real socio-economic status of the Tribe people. Think, for example, the Santhals
‘enjoy’ that ST status in Jharkhand and West Bengal; but what that status meant
for millions of them residing there? That ST status couldn’t solve the precarious
condition of the overwhelming majority of Santhals, that couldn’t solve their
educational problem, unemployment problem, most importantly their ‘land’
problem… and the problem of their communally used-and-possessed lands, for-
ests and all natural resources which they ‘enjoyed’ for thousands of years before
the advent of British Raj. Even the governments failed [and also ignored] to
make necessary arrangements for education in Santhali language! They should
contemplate that whether the problem of the Adivasis can at all be solvedwith-
out a thoroughgoing change of the present ‘system’, the present ‘rule’,without
the take up of the ‘power to rule’ from the landlords and capitalists by the toil-
ing people of whom they are part and parcel,without marching towards ‘com-
munal (i.e., social) possession and rational use’ of Nature.It is heartening to
find some workers’ and peasants’ organisations of Asom and Bengal starting
revolutionary agitation-propaganda on this issue very promptly.

Secondly, ‘militant’ form of struggle is not something new for the Adivasi peo-
ple — they have literally fought for independence against the British rule time
and again. How can one forget the glorious HUL rebellion, or great leaders of
the battles like Sidho, Kano and Birsa!! In the so-called ‘post independence’
period too millions of Adivasis participated in all big peasants’ revolutionary
movements and rebellions. But, after the ignominious decadence and of the rot-
ten ‘left’s surfaced, with the old dream of liberation lied shattered, an intolerable
vacuum of revolutionary politics and Party being apparent even with naked eyes
to the laypersons, curious distortions appeared in the arena of struggles: people
have no revolutionary party to lead them and yet people cannot sit quiet with
mounting pressure of oppression on them. The would-be or wannabe bourgeoi-
sie of oppressed nations and tribes came forward to fill the vacuum along with
other reactionary and reformist forces present in the society. The ‘reformist
bourgeois’ within the mindset took the opportunity due to the weakness of the
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‘revolutionary proletariat’ within. We witnessed militant fights, but this time well
within the boundary of bourgeois constitutional parliamentary politics and never
against the ‘system’ or ‘Raj’ that rules and oppresses: for example, take the
most prominent of those fights — the protracted fight for a separate state (in
the form of ‘Jharkhand’). A separate state was won, but what change of mate-
rial and spiritual conditions was achieved for the millions those who fought for
it? The point is: the Adivasi people are never afraid to confront the oppressors
in a militant way, OK; but for what end the Adivasi youth will shed their own
blood and even face martyrdom?? Do some petty reforms worth those gallant
fights? This question needs serious consideration, since each violent action of
governments and oppressors creates ground for militant ‘tit-for-tat’ like reac-
tions; and in this case, this massacre surely will motivate a section of Adivasi
youth to take violent retaliatory measures to compel the violent govt to grant
ST status.

Editorial 3

Significance of the Anti-POSCO Struggle
The anti-POSCO agitation drew great attention not very long when the strug-

gling people there took a challenging step by ‘imprisoning’ or detaining some
South Korean officials of POSCO who dared to infiltrate within the area of their
proposed ‘site’. But, the anti-POSCO peoples’ struggle took a grave turn with the
pro-POSCO party-government lobby in Orissa led by the BJD-BJP alliance and
particularly foreign capitalist friendly BJD Chief Minister and the local BJD MLA
replicating the notorious ‘Nandigram-recapture conspiracy’ of CPIM in Jagatsigh-
pur district of Orissa against the anti-POSCO agitators there. The bourgeois
media took its investor-friendly role by highlighting the pro-POSCO govt-BJD
sponsored attacks on the struggling people there as ‘movement’ by pro-POSCO
‘people!’ — as if the ongoing struggle is a fight between two section of the peo-
ple there and as if a section of the people are in favour of the proposed project!
But anyway, the ruling BJD is perhaps more ‘wise’ now after taking lessons from
the Nandigram ‘recapture’ episode, they are utilising their governmental forces
too by deploying armed police there together with BJD mercenaries. Certainly
the revolutionary workers will stand by the side of the anti-POSCO struggle and
the struggling people there. Certainly they will have to come forward to help the
struggle. But apart from that there are some other features too that this strug-
gle has objectively brought forward and those demand serious consideration.

It has been reported in the media that POSCO is going to invest Rs 510 billion
or more than half trillion rupees. If that happens, it will be the largest single
foreign direct investment in India. Showing the people this fat red herring, the
‘prospect’ of huge ‘development’, ‘industrialisation’, ‘chances of employment gen-
eration’ and etc the govt is giving away thousands of acre of land to POSCO of
which there are 3000 acres of forest land! But not only that, the govt is giving
away two iron mines to that firm from which they will have the right to excavate
and export any amount of iron ore out of India. And the MOU (memorandum of
understanding) signed between POSCO and the govt of Orissa permits the firm
to export almost as much ore they will use here in the proposed plant, which is
nothing but letting a foreign firm loot natural resources of this country! A source
mentions that just from the ‘ore export business’ POSCO will profit at least 1
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trillion rupees, i.e., twice the value of their investment here. So loot of natural
resources will be twice the amount invested here for ‘industrialisation’, and our
rulers call this brazen betrayal of national interest as ‘development’ and are try-
ing to force-feed us their make-believe story of development!

But POSCO is not the exceptional case. Major part of India’s mineral wealth is
concentrated in Orissa, Jharkhand and Chattisgarh. And different state govern-
ments and central govt have given rights to many foreign and native Capitalists
to loot this wealth through different MOU-s. Orissa is perhaps on the top of the
‘hit-list’ of these capitalists. Within next 25 years some big companies are going
to loot 41% of Bauxite (Aluminium ore), 26% of Iron ore, 68% of Chromium ore
and 20% of Manganese ore from this state. An organisation, ‘LOKAPAKHYA’
showed that the value of Bauxite to be looted from only Kasipur district is 2.88
trillion rupees as per current price and for that the govt of Orissa will get a ridic-
ulously low royalty of only 12 billion rupees!! The looter company will pay the
govt 0.6% of the value looted as royalty — and the govt calls this shameless
loot as ‘development’, ‘industrialisation’!!!

Alongside this veritably unhindered plunder of mineral wealth, some other
‘projects’ are in the pipeline in Orissa recently, of which the first name to come
is that of a TATA project in Kalinganagar, and for the resisting the forced-evic-
tion for that project 13 tribe people were killed by the police in early 2006. For
all such projects mainly the Adivasi people i.e. the tribe people are to suffer the
pain of eviction. Most probably there are two reasons behind the fact that the
Adivasi people are mainly facing eviction. Firstly, the places with abundunt min-
eral wealth are generally not much fertile. Fertile lands from the Adivasi people
had been already looted in the past to settle other agricultural communities
there, and hence the Adivasis had to flock in such well nigh barren and forest
areas. Then, for looting of the mineral wealth, the Adivasi people will now to be
evicted from such places! 73% of the tribe people in India inhabit Orissa,
Jharkhand and Madhyapradesh – the most mineral wealthy states. Perhaps the
second reason is that: as the Adivasi people are the most economically weak
section and helpless, and so they were in the main targeted in all eviction-for-
industry drives in the past. Adivasi people are only 7.5% of the total population
of India, but among the ‘displaced’ or ‘internal-refugee’ population of India due
to various ‘development’ drives from 1950s till 1990s the Adivasi people consti-
tute 40%!! Among those evicted due to various ‘development’ projects in Orissa
alone in between 1950 and 1995, 40% are Tribe people, 20% are Dalits and
another 20% are OBC!! All these evicted people and people in general saw by
their bitter experience that the ‘promises’ given by leaders regarding ‘jobs’ etc
are hogwash. Hence, for every eviction-development program now we see re-
sistance movements cropping up. Such a heroic fight we have seen in Kalingan-
agar; it was not a day’s gallant resistance, but a protracted peoples resistance
for months. People are getting organised, starting to fight other projects too like
the anti-POSCO, anti-HINDALCO, anti-VEDANTA etc struggles.

Two characteristics of these struggles are highly important. Firstly, in most of
such struggles we are witnessing that the people are distancing themselves from
the established parties of various colours, as the people have become more or
less disgruntled by the betrayal of all established parties, by their abject surren-
der to the liberalisation-globalisation bandwagon. Secondly, these struggles are
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not going through the ‘pattern’ of movements that we see in case of so-called
‘movements’ led by the established parties and the media-adorned NGO-pattern:
they are not going through tedious and protracted ‘appeals’ and other ‘peaceful’
programs, rather quickly they are turning militant facing the violence of govt-
capitalists-parties combine and the state-terror that is being unleashed on them.

Though these struggles, the anti-POSCO, Kalinganagr struggle, etc are on the
face of it struggles against eviction, but in reality those struggles are against the
imperialist sponsored-dictated economic policies, against foreign and native cap-
italists, against the state that let the capitalists whimsically, outrageously, unlim-
itedly plunder nature. So, essentially, these struggles are part of or prelude to
the countrywide revolutionary struggle of the working class, peasantry and all
other toiling people towards establishing social control over economy, society
and nature at large. Keeping that future struggle in mind the advanced fighters
of the working class must organise itself as a class-conscious force; and along-
side this they are to understand the significance of the struggles of poor toiling
people of India including these struggles of the Tribe people, they are to stand
by the side of these struggles as co-fighters.

Editorial 4

Rural Bengal Blazing Again
In our editorial “Recent Rural Restlessness In West Bengal” published in Oc-

tober 2004we concluded “… …and thesudden party-govt violence may pull
a sudden break to the motion, the trend of the rural toilers for a time
being,for a few days or months, etc. But one thing they, as rulers, do not see
— ultimately the people will reap.That the three incidents of theAUSHGRAM

villages show a trend, which may be feeble-but-emerging, was perhaps
reaffirmed again by an incident in a nearby block within another fort-
night.The issue there was the same.But the village poor are not just un-
happy with the corruption in ration distribution — they are unhappy
with ‘everything going on’, the hell-of-a-life which is turning harder and
harder each day….Revolutionary communists know that theyneed not ‘ignite’,
need not ‘hatch up’ or ‘plan’ “peoples’ movement” from above, ‘design a move-
ment’ or something like that. …”

In this October 2007, we can say that the mentioned “trend” surfaced again
and the occasion now is the same: corruption in ration distribution. In 2004 the
events took place in a time span a couple of weeks in Sept – Oct and in 2007
the first explosion occurred on 16th Sept, Sunday, and after 4 weeks, till this
day in November [5th] there is no sign of abating of either the spread or the
heat of revolts.The incidents 3 years back also occurred in the same
months — Bhadra & Ashwin, the cruellest months for the village poor
folks as described in a more than four-century-old literature, and the
festive season of Durgapuja of the Bengali Babu-s! 60 years of ‘Inde-
pendence’, 30 years of ‘Left Govt’ didn’t change the harshness of
Bhadra-Ashwin for the rural poor of Bengal!!In 2004, the spread of the
revolts was just some villages in two blocks in a single district, Bardhaman. In
2007, revolts did spread like more rapid wildfire in south Bengal — from Banku-
ra, then Birbhum, then Musrshidabad, and then Bardhaman, Nadia, 24-Parga-
nas, then the revolt even penetrated Malda in North Bengal…. Perhaps rebellions
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will expand more in coming few days and till the arrival of busy harvest season.

Everyone already knows events, however, to see some salient points of mass
‘spontaneity’ two events may be re-visited. On 16th Sept near Sonamukhi,
Bankura, villagers went to voice their complaint to the Panchayat leader who
happens to be a CPIM leader too about corruption of Ration-dealer and unavail-
ability of food grains in Public Distribution System for months. But the CPIM
Babu had no time, not a minute, for those rustic poor. They have more impor-
tant task — their party conference was going on…. The CPIM men tried to chuck
them out humiliatingly. The villagers already knew by their hard experiences that
the rural moneybags are flourishing under the patronage of CPIM; a Party-Pan-
chayat-Administration-Rich folk evil nexus is ruling Bengal villages. They met
much maltreatment from the party bosses and rich folks since years. But this
time this neglect, this utter disdain for the rural poor, made the mob infuriated.
They attacked the CPIM conference, smashed and burnt down everything there,
had the leader-babu-s beaten. The police came to rescue the CPIM leaders and
battle between police and villagers followed. Canning, Tear-Gassing, even Fir-
ing… what not the police did! Two persons got bullet injuries.The news of the
revolt at noon reached villages after villages, courtesy the Media, within after-
noon. And in the afternoon in a village in Barjora block of Bankura, thousands
assembled to teach the corrupt dealers a tough lesson. They knew what police
would do. But they were not frightened. The dealer closed down his steel shut-
ter gates and from inside his house opened fire on the mob.Five persons got
injured, but the mob didn’t retreat an inch!As an activist who was later
reporting telephonically commented: …you can guess who are rebelling and
which section is rebelling, standing in forefront just from the surnames of those
injured: Bagdi, Ruidas, Das, all Dalits, all Labourers! Police came, and seeing
the mood of the masses, smelt danger. By persuasion through tender requests
and arresting the culprit dealer on spot the police boss could calm the villagers.
Then onwards the revolts started spreading to newer places and on the other
hand police atrocities claimed two lives, the first martyr was poor toiler and flood
victim Sheikh Ayub who just came to see whether any relief materials for flood-
victims were being distributed from the Block-Office, a police bullet pierced his
head. CPIM cried foul: ‘conspiracy of opposition parties’! But the police bosses
admitted: the poor villagers are rebelling themselves, not by any instigation of
any party whatsoever, plus, things are going out of their hands! Yes, the masses
while revolting didn’t need a ‘party’, didn’t wait for a ‘party’ of the toiling class-
es; in a condition of party-less-ness as far as a true proletarian party is con-
cerned, after decades of forced-slumber courtesy the revisionists like CPIM, the
masses are spontaneously deciding to rebel in their own way by shedding off
their old party loyalties, because they cannot bear anymore the hellish ‘life’ with
which the system has provided them.

Revolutionary proletariat know that theyneed not ‘ignite’, need not ‘hatch up’
or ‘plan’ “peoples’ movement” from above, ‘design a movement’ or something
like that. People, by their own, have perhaps taught the ‘revolutionary’ organi-
sations working in rural areas that very simple truth, that they can do their pro-
test movements by themselves; and those CR organisations need not bother
about ‘building up united movement against ration corruption’ etc. Rather their
task should be to concentrate on revolutionary agitation-propaganda among the
rural poor. They should not think derive that the sole ‘cause’ of people’s unrest
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is corruption only in Public distribution System, because that was notthe ‘cause’
but rather the ‘occasion’ or ‘juncture’ that provided the flashpoint, that led to
outbursts of rebellion; in other words, corruption in Public distribution System
acted as an effective spark-plug that ignited the inflammable minds of the mass-
es; the village poor are not just unhappy with the corruption in ration distribu-
tion, they are unhappy with ‘everything going on’, the hell-of-a-life which is turn-
ing harder and harder each day. The govt is just playing with the poor, it is ev-
ident from their BPL scheme that excluded many poor from the governments’
‘BPL list of poor’, that have placed a sizeable section of the poor in APL category
as if they are poor no more, rampant corruption of govt and party officialdom is
eating up the paltry govt ‘alms’ or subsidies. [A topical report in Times Of India
presented alarming revelations: # WB is second only after UP in PDS scam; #
ration-scam in WB alone is in the tune of Rs 19,000 million (about $ half billion),
and so on! A startled reader exclaimed,‘If they pay just 1% of that to the party
as protection money, that will mean $50 million ‘donation’ a year for Bengal
CPIM from this sphere only!’] The governments are depriving the poor of basic
amenities of civilisation. On the other hand the wealth of the prosperous people
is increasing, vulgar show of affluence is blatantly demonstrating the ever-wid-
ening social cleavage. For this the toiling poor are getting alienated from the
party, for which, in the past, they have done so much!This doesn’t, of course,
mean an alienation from parliamentary politics as such. For gyrating, gravitating
the consciousness of the rural poor towards revolutionary politics, the revolu-
tionaries,particularly revolutionary workers’ teams,need to conduct intensive
and extensive revolutionary agitation-propaganda in rural areas. This is becom-
ing extremely important, more so because the masses of toilers have started
throwing off the shackles of submissiveness.

People have taken up whips in their own hand — and that should be congrat-
ulated, encouraged. Fights and fighting unity, organisation of rural toiling people
can only come up from below; people should take control over their destiny,
which in the ultimate sense means not only taking up whips in their own hands,
but also taking up the rein, the ‘control’, in their hands. This theme should be
taken to the rural toiling poor with utmost urgency.

It should be utter foolishness and also betrayal to the cause of revolution if
any revolutionary group jumps on the situation with the narrow interest of in-
creasing own organisation ‘utilising’ this rebelling mood of the masses by putting
up slogans ‘to fight corruption’ under its own banner or under a so-called ‘all-
party’ assembly, slogans for ‘monitoring committees’, etc. And it should also be
treacherous if few ‘super-active’ cadres take things in their own hands keeping
the villagers as ‘admiring [but passive] onlookers’ and distribute stocks confis-
cated from dealers!

Rural poor, i.e., agricultural labourers and toiling peasants, will have mainly
two types of opposition in this fight of theirs.(1)The ruling party, CPIM and its
govt and armed machineries of party and govt will start a two-pronged effort:
(i) starting to ‘regularise’ ration supply a little, giving ‘token’ punishments to
some topmost corrupt dealers, perhaps a couple of petty govt officials too, start-
ing to distribute few more breadcrumbs through ‘relief’, ‘100-days-work’ type
programs, some token helps for poor households if they can, etc to placate the
rural poor;(ii) with vengeance let loose their ‘terror machine’ on some troubled
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villages to ‘spread’ their lesson.(2)The opposition parties, particularly the TMC
led by Ms Mamata Banerjee, will jump on with eyes fixed to their main target:
cash-in the mood of the masses in the next panchayat election, then next snap
poll that might come. Repeated demands of CBI enquiries is a way to dissuade
the masses from taking up the cudgel in their own hands, instead sit idle putting
faith on some tiny machinery of the present state-power. In the final analysis all
of those parliamentary parties will target first to ‘disarm’ the masses.

But what are the ‘arms’ or weapons that the rebel rural poor have at their
disposal and are using too? Those weapons are(A) their unity cutting across
their ‘old’ party-allegianceand shedding, throwing off their old party loyalties,
(B) their resolve to fight back, their unwillingness to tolerate this hell like life of
theirs, the arrogance, highhandedness of the party-panchayat-govt-babus, the
utter contempt these latter show to the poor in everyday experiences, and(C)
their effort to take the whips in their own hands. This is the ‘new’ trend in which
further lies their urge to have the “rein”, the “steering wheel” too in their own
hands. Revolutionary activists must spread this message thatthe rural poor
should never abandon these weapons — If the rural poor put faith on some party
or other, give up their whips to the leaders, that will mean surrendering their
weapons, and they will again be deceived, cheated. Haven’t they been cheated
enough by the CPIM by putting faith on this party for so long!

Perhaps this spate of revolts will subside within next month [Aghran] or so by
the arrival of the busy harvesting season. But the spirit will not die. The people
have shown their trend, taught lessons to all concerned in the society including
revolutionary groups; the rebel people are also learning lessons — how different
parties are behaving, how the CPIM is guarding the ration-dealers,even defend-
ing ‘corruption’ on the plea of ‘very small commissions’ [!] that dealers get, and
so on; and what is more, they will remember how they ‘enjoyed’ this taking up
of whips in their own hand, how the village bosses were frightened and also
yielded at some places, how ration regularised only by pressure from below.
Even if rebel villagers seem to ‘go back to the fold’ of CPIM in terms of ‘voting’
or by not joining any opposition party/group, everythingwill not be the same.
That’s true and sure!

However, working class activists and organisers should keep in mind that the
rural toiling masses, particularly the agricultural labourers and poor peasants
have someextradifficulties in building their own organisations; because unlike
workers, who intrinsically has the tradition of TU organisation and struggle, the
village poor have no such tradition; neither they constitute a homogeneous
class, nor they are objectively ‘organised’ by the production process itself. In the
internationally revolutionary days after the Soviet Revolution, during the early
days of 3rd International, the extreme difficulty of forming agricultural labour-
ers’ organisation even in highly developed capitalist country like Great Britain
[which had ‘no peasantry’, only capitalist farmers and labourers] was observed.
But then, the people have almost a century’s experience more at present; they
saw rise and fall of the peoples’ powers, rise and fall of parties that led revolu-
tions, they suffered the great Defeat. Now, in a party-less condition they have
started to rebel.  They are showing unconsciously what they have in store inside
their own ‘sum-up’ of the past. It will be imprudent to chalk outinnovatively
some organisational form subjectively. We need to study the objectivity of the



15
new movements. If the masses are able to form some sort of organisation of
their own independently, that will provide lessons too. Let us emphasise again —
all these rebellions are taking placein the period of defeat andin the condition
of party-less-ness. Therefore, the old, habitual ‘pattern’ of thinking of providing
the people with the “peasants’ mass organisationunder the party”, the percept
of trying to ‘fit’ the rebellions and rural rebel-toilers in the so-called ‘mass or-
ganisation’ framework of the revolutionary groups, etc will not only be non-func-
tional and unworkablebut also disastrous for the whole development of strug-
gles of the people and more importantly the organisations coming up from be-
low.

Editorial 5

�Save RAMSETU� versus �SETHU SAMUDRAM Canal
Project�

It’s not ‘like a bridge on the troubled water”, rather it’s like a troubled ‘bridge’
under water, the mythical “RAMSETU” or “Adam’s Bridge” that is obstructing the
Govt of India’s and DMK’s or DMK supremo and Tamilnadu Chief Ministers Karu-
nanidhi’s dream project of Sethu Samudram Canal, the canal that will, as they
claim, join India’s East Coast with West Coast, save time for vessels from Eu-
rope and Africa to reach eastern and south eastern ports of India, particularly
Tuticorin and then Chennai, business around Tuticorin and overall in TN will
thrive… and will harvest good revenue that will cover the construction and main-
tenance [mainly dredging] costs, yield profits… etc. But neither DMK nor the
Congress can claim to be the first to conceptualise that project — almost two
centuries ago, in the early 19th century, some British naval ensigns and officers
started thinking about this probable passage-way to avoid sailing around Sri
Lanka [see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rama%27s_Bridge]; and in the recent
most phase, the BJP led NDA govt masterminded the project in 2001 and in the
same year that project was there in the list of ‘pledges’ in election manifesto of
the now-opposition party of TN, the ADMK led by Mrs Jayalalitha. Surprisingly
BJP & ADMK made volte-face and opposing the project; though it is not at all a
‘surprising’ behaviour as far as all the Indian Parliamentary Parties are con-
cerned: they somersault easily to opposite positions when in ‘power’ and when
out of it. But some things that happened in this process and regarding this
project are very interesting, and noteworthy too for the revolutionary proletari-
at. Let us go straight to the points.

When the project went for a judicial ‘review’ to the Supreme Court, suddenly
many things sprang up in the media. Some arch-Hindu, or one may incline to
use adjectives like ‘cunning, fraud, pseudo-scientific imperialist-sponsored Hindu
fundamentalist’ Internet media who always try to put a quasi-scientific label to
all religious mythologicalpuranas and epics stepped up a propaganda: the RAM-
SETU of Hindu legends or Adam’s Bridge of [linguistically] Semitic legends is
actually anon-natural bridgemade about 1.75 million years ago that purported-
ly coincides with the era of Ram’s reign and that’s conclusively proven by some
NASA photographs from their orbiting satellites. It ignited the minds of all fun-
damentalist Hindu organisations who in turn intensified their media hypes
against the governmental intention to break apart some metres of the bridge
built by the monkey-fighters by blessings of Lord Ram, a bridge bearing his
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name, and what an audacity it is that the govt in its affidavit to the supreme
court dared to write that there is no historical proof regarding that structure was
built by Ram’s military!! So, though in the meantime NASA spokesperson denied
that they share the opinion allegedly bearing their organisation’s name though
the picture was definitely theirs, and even clarified that no such opinion regard-
ing how the underwater structure was built or created can at all be formed from
a satellite picture taken from a distance of hundreds of miles; though many his-
torians, geographers, geologists declared that structure to be a naturally-formed
one, that there is no scientific proof of human civilisation in that part of the
world before that supposed 1.75 million years — the govt of India rushed to ‘re-
pair’ the ‘damage’ caused by ‘hurting sentiments of Hindu people’ and totally
withdrew its own affidavit from the supreme court praying some time to produce
another. In the past too we saw many such fabrications from many Indian sourc-
es and also some foreigners to put ‘scientific’ tag on all Hindu Myths, who can
forget the great fraud Eric von Daniken and his notorious book ‘Chariot of Gods’…
… we also saw strong rebuttal of all these rubbishes by many scientists including
eminent ones like late Prof Meghnad Saha and among the contemporaries Prof J
B Narlikar etc. But anyway, in India, the so-called fifth largest scientists-and-
technologists hub of he world, those rubbishes fill the bookshelves of libraries
and stores and really scientific refutations of those rubbishes sell too little! And
why not: you’ll find astrologer’s stone-ring clad fingers keying sophisticated
computer programs, Idols regularly visiting temples, some space scientists too
were caught red-handed by reporters while praying at Tirupathi temple for suc-
cessful launch of rockets … and matrimonial columns full with proud announce-
ment of ‘caste’s of ‘foreign’ trained or ‘foreign’ dwelling professionals… etc. And
so the Govt of India, at this 21st century, while planning for a ‘lunar voyage’ by
2010, vaunting atom-bomb bursts as back as in 1974 and then again in 1998,
and always boasting of scientific achievements, couldn’t stand by the side of
science, couldn’t dare to show a scientific, rational outlook, let alone the two
centuries old radical French temperament!! The BJP and all of Sangh Parivar
became full of glee, again they could come in the forefront in Media, perhaps
they will get some extra points more in the next snap election then… etc! It
shows how much ‘mass base’ still Ram and his today’s followers holds in India,
how much muck has accumulated through ages in the minds of the toiling peo-
ple, and also how much load of the almost unfinished democratic revolution in
India, in the cultural-ideological field too, is to be borne by the revolutionary
proletariat to lead the masses towards a thorough radical change of this unjust,
prejudiced, oppressive society.

However, subsequently, entered the arena our Hero Mr Karunanidhi brandish-
ing seemingly a Dravidian sword, almost reminiscing iconoclast leader and ideo-
logue of DK movement late Periyar. He not only asserted loudly enough that Ram
was only a mythical character, not at all a historical one, and Ramsethu and
whole of the Ramayana are nothing but Aryan Hindu fable; but also he made
‘ignoble’ comments about Ram which he got, as he said, from the original Balm-
iki version, even questioned Ram’s educational qualification!! And all these infu-
riated the Arch Hindu fundamentalist Ram Bhaktas to the extent that the Ayod-
hya Monks Assembly issued a FATWA — any person who’ll get the cut-off head
of the Ram abuser will get Gold equal to his body weight!!! So now the Hindu
Fundamentalists, who until now did hate-campaigns against Fatwa issuing Mus-
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lim Fundamentalists, are themselves issuing death warrant Fatwas with lucrative
prize for the killer!!! But this is India, the own land of Ram, and so those monks
can remain unpunished, even not booked by the state police-administration led
by Mayavati! But by now the old Dravid passion, the old bitter memories of be-
ing maltreated by north India, by Hindi-Hindu domination, by theCaucasianAr-
yans… etc all came back igniting vengeance, and DMK supporters ransacked
some BJP offices in TN. The BJP being a parliamentary, i.e., a vote-calculating
party, apprehend trouble. Vote-Pundits started making a new TN model with
ADMK and BJP in slippery grounds of going against Tamil national feeling and
Dravidian sentiment. On the other hand, some members of intelligentsia, em-
boldened by Karunanidhi’s Ram-blasting even started dreaming and declaring TN
to be the secular answer to Modi’s Gujarat… and what not. [For example see
“Chak De Tamilnadu!” By Arasu Balraj at http://www.countercurrents.org/
balraj260907.htm.] How easily these people forget quite recent antecedents of
DMK and Karunanidhi, that this party, this same fellow, were partners of BJP led
coalition!! DMK and its archrival ADMK almost alternatively become one an ally
of BJP and other an ally of Congress! Further, in this period of imperialist led and
blessed WTO-globalisation-liberalisation-etc, these two parties are nothing but
Twedeldee-and-Tweedeldum, it is well nigh impossible to find any remnant of
anti-Brahminical or anti-Manuvadi ideology inside them that may debar them
from allying themselves with BJP. The Periyar-ite reincarnation of Karunanidhi is
devoid of any ‘essence’ within, it is only in appearance; his anti-Ram tirade or
fracas is just a deceptive ploy to pull TN people with nostalgia of the old DK
movement. Moreover, revolutionary proletariat of TN and India as a whole can-
not forget or neglect another fact: the old anti-Brahmin-hegemony Tamil move-
ment under its elite leadership could not reach even the first step of its logical
culmination, i.e., towards “abolition of caste system altogether”; and so we see
that Dalits in TN do not fare better than their counterparts in Kerala and also in
Maharashtra even in dry statistical counts. But anyway, TN is in still in the rip-
ples: a bandh call by DMK, Supreme Court’s banning of the bandh, withdrawal
of bandh call by Karunanidhi but protest fast by DMK leaders and virtual bandh,
ADMK indication violation of SC ruling by DMK govt… … and on the national
scene Congress is trying to get through with the SSCP managing “Ram-senti-
ment” … etc.

Nevertheless, despite Karunanidhi’s battle against Hindu myth and for the
canal project, the Sethusamudram Canal Project [SSCP in short] is not flawless;
rather the SSCP raised many doubts. From financial angle, this SSCP was proved
to be unviable: as the projected construction cost plus maintenance cost cannot
be covered form expected revenues as calculated by Jacob John in his article
that appeared in Economic and Political Weekly July 21, 2007, pages 2993-2996.
According to him, “If … the company charges the total savings made by the ship
(around $ 4,000), the pre-tax internal rate of return (IRR) of the project falls to
just 4.5 per cent. On the other hand, if the SSCP charges 50 per cent of the
amount saved by these ships, the pre-tax IRR falls to just 2.6 per cent!” Jacob
also cited the fact that no big name in shipping has shown any interest in the
canal. He showed that a better way, or viable way, of attracting ships to Tuti-
corin or Chennai would be to give away some subsidies to the Shipping compa-
nies, which will certainly be less costlier than the project. Then, the SSCP is
designed for ships of dead-weights less than or equal to 20,000 tons only,
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whereas famous and big names among ocean liners are continuously moving to
bigger ships and already perhaps most of them exceeds that tonnage. Apart
from financial aspect there is the environmental issues too. Jacob didn’t mention
those in his essay, as his colleagues in the forthcoming book on this subject, of
which Jacob’s article is only a chapter, will cover those parts. But many ques-
tions arose: What will happen if the marine biosphere of the region around that
place, including the coral reef, is destroyed first by the making of the Canal and
then by movement of ships even if we disregard phenomena like oil-spills for
now? What will be the changes in the behaviour of Bay of Bengal currents and
winds, say during east moving low-pressure formations, or during a Tsunami like
incident, when the Bay gets connected to the Arabian Sea through the Palk Strait
and Gulf of Mannar by a narrow and shallow channel? And Indian Govt had not
at all tried to study impacts on the Sri Lankan side! Though we are not environ-
mental experts or geographers, from writings of several environmentalists, hy-
drologists etc it is obvious that there are points of serious concerns and conse-
quences. [Interested readers may see, for example, “Sethusamudram Technical
Issues” at http://manisanga.blogspot.com/.] Bourgeois liberal economist col-
umnist like Mr Swaminathan Ankeleshwaran Aiyer [Times Of India] also raised
objections referring to Jacob’s article, objections that are on financialand envi-
ronmental grounds. And if the govt makes such an economic and environmental
mess, it will surely put more pressure on the economy and Nature, and that will,
in the ultimate analysis, hurt the toiling people. So, there is no question of sup-
porting the SSCP even if standing at poles apart from BJP like oppositions to the
SSCP.

But a question remains: why the BJP led govt in the past and the Congress
led govt of today are so keen in constructing a white-elephant like economic-
waste-project SSCP? What is their real intention? Is there something related to
somenon-economic calculations or designs? Many Indian war-ships, perhaps
most of them except aircraft carriers, fit in the less-than-or-equal-to 20,000
DWT category.Does the Govt of India have any military plan in which taking
navy vessels quickly from east coast to west coast and vice versa, and that too
not around Sri Lanka but all through running well inside Indian sea-borders? And
is that the Real Intention behind SSCP? This question too needs serious probe,
because this angle perhaps got no attention from any quarters. It is all the more
important that the Indian ruling class, sponsored by Imperialists, are trying to
emerge as the ‘Guardian Angel’ [plainly speaking the regional super power] of
this part of the world including the vast open of Indian Ocean, and of course the
Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal — the ‘golden field’ of oil & gas that is evoking
more and more Corporate greed and capital. Imperialists are worried about fu-
ture terrorist naval attacks. They want India to police Indian Ocean including
commercially crucial Malacca Straits. Companies will have so pay for the ‘secu-
rity’ they get for their oil rigs and fields in the Arabian sea and Bay of Bengal,
marine transport, etc — already declared an Indian govt official!

Editorial 6

Come Forward in support of Struggling Asian Workers in UAE
Asian immigrant workers in the Middle East ‘paradise’ UAE, particularly in and

around wealthy tourists’ hotspot Dubai, revolted against the ever-increasing as-
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saults of the bourgeoisie there. With very scanty info available in Indian English
Media today [1st Nov 07] it can be safely guessed that literally thousands and
thousands of construction workers took part in a 2-day strike on 27th and 28th
October and assembled at a protest meeting or something resembling that. Their
action was ‘illegal’ as per laws of the United Arab Emirates. The very name of
the country, above all the word “Emirates” suggests that the idea of ‘democracy’
is scarce there as in other desert-covered oil-rich Arab countries ruled by Kings
and Emirs. Hence, workers’ basic rights and actions like organising and fighting
Trade Union struggles, strikes, etc are unimaginable and unpardonable there.
But the workers were in a defiant mood being hard-pressed by, for example,
gruelling workload at a temperature as high as 45°C [113°F!] under the sun,
and ever-decreasing wage + benefit, as for example, staying in shared shanty
shelters lacking in many amenities and getting just Rs 6500 a month in all
[roughly Rs 250 per day assuming one rest day per week] which is a microscop-
ic quantity, almost a nothing, in that expensive kingdom. The mood of the work-
ers can be guessed from the fact that many workers were spotted by police as
‘rioters’ who threw stones at police, smashed police-cars, etc;it is indeed a
noteworthy matter as immigrants, ‘poor foreigners’, generally don’t dare make
such scenes in an unknown land so far away from their native country, especial-
ly a country under despotic rule and oppressive environment.

So at least 4500 workers were jailed. One can easily imagine the number of
police personnel employed to round up 4500 workers, and they were not totally
‘peaceful’ then!

Media reported cases of such workers who came back earlier facing so diffi-
cult a working condition at so low a wage at so far away place — one construc-
tion worker from Kerala came back disillusioned from UAE and joined a construc-
tion site at North East India; though Dubai is perhaps not much far-off than
Dibrugarh if measured from Thirubanthapurm, but anyway it is in home country!
Usually persons not getting employment with a ‘decent’ wage in India dreamt of
going to ‘Arab World’ to send money back home and return as a well-off after
some years, even after deducting compensations for the passage money and
payment of job-agencies. What a piece of bad-luck these Globalisation-days
begotten! That dream lays shattered. This phenomenon of exploitation of immi-
grant workers from India or other ‘poor’ countries abroad is not new and star-
tling in the sense that, for instance, already in July ’05 issue we presented the
case of the Indian workers suffering in ‘slave labour’ like condition in Malaysia in
a piece titled “Slavery in the Global Factory: From Durgapur [West Bengal] to
Kota-Tingi [Malaysia]”.But what is heartening is that revolts of Indian and Asian
workers have started, and that too in a difficult, stuffy and oppressive social-
political environment; we have also witnessed fights of immigrant workers de-
veloping in American continent in recent years, not only in the USA like that
prolonged and victorious fight of Mexican Immigrant agricultural workers work-
ing in the Tomato fields, but also in other ‘comparatively richer’ Latin countries
like preparation of fights of Bolivian garment workers in Buenos Aires in Argen-
tina.

And what a contrast! By extracting surplus labour including super-profit from
workers like them, more so from immigrant workers, the super-rich capitalists
made Dubai a wealth-man’s paradise and still making superb structures, enor-
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mous wealth and a skyline that evokes “western world’s envy”!

Among 4500 jailed workers, barring the ‘rioters’ or mutineers all were sent or
forced back to work; 159 workers face ‘action’ that may amount to a jail-term
and deportation at the end of that term! The Indian government’s Embassy was
‘very kind’ enough to ‘look at’ the case so that the deportation-waiting Indian
workers don’t have to spent days in Jail before being forcefully sent back to
India!!

Revolutionary workers of India salute the fight of Asian immigrant workers in
UAE, voice their protest against the authoritarian regime of UAE, protest any
punitive measure taken by employers and government of UAE against fighting
workers, demand workers’ rights to organise and fight TU struggles in UAE and
support their demands of better wages, benefits and better working conditions.

PS: Condition of Indian workers in UAE came again in the Media in early No-
vember. On 8th Nov a flyover under construction collapsed killing some 10 Indi-
an construction workers on spot and injuring many. This incident brought home
the terrible working condition sans safety measures in which the immigrant
workers are to work.

Editorial 7

Nuclear Treaty & the �Left�
The parties within the left-front are now quite elated with their ‘victory”. And

in not it justified? The U.P.A government of Manmohan Singh were going to sell
off the ‘sovereignty’ of our nation through the Indo-US Nuclear Treaty and they
had been able to resist it! According to them, the ‘sovereignty’ of our nation is
now on the whole as safe as it was before this deplorable act of Manmohan. At
this moment of their ongoing ‘victory celebrations’ will it be too impolite to raise
the question whether there is any reason at all to assume that the Indo-US
Nuclear Treaty has been abandoned? The position spelt out by the government
is that the proposed talks between I.A.E.A, Nuclear suppliers group and Indian
government have beendeferred only. How can one conclude from this that such
talks will not happen at all, or, the treaty will be abandoned? Furthermore, will it
also now be too inopportune a moment to remind them that all the treaties like
‘New structure of Indo-U.S. Security Relations’ that the ruling class of India have
forged with U.S. Imperialism in the past few years are still fully operational and
there has not been even an infinitesimal deviation from the ever-increasing ten-
dency of the Indian ruling class to bow towards the U.S. imperialism. In these
respects, how superfluous the left-front ‘victory’ is, is quite clear to the advanced
proletariat and not the principle matter of analysis for them.

For the sake of discussion, even if we assume that the ‘left’ through their
‘struggle’ became able to get the nuclear treaty discarded, on even more, if we
assume that the ‘pressure’ of the ‘lefts’ force the Indian ruling class to abandon
all the treaties of military relations, like the new structure of Indo-U.S. Security
Relations, that they have undertaken with the imperialist powers; will then the
‘sovereignty’ of India be assured? CPIM and its friends are trying by all means
to convince that these recent treaties are all the causes of concern, as if before
them, our country was truly ‘sovereign’! They are lamenting so pitifully about
the tendency of the Indian ruling class to discard the past principle of ‘non align-
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ment’ and getting aligned more and more with the U.S. imperialism, that it will
seem that in those day of ‘nonalignment’, the Indian ruling class were following
a principle independent of any imperialist influence, control or arm-twisting.The
‘lefts’ are not trying to pull this bluff for the first time. Since 1947, they have
been trying to convince the working class and other toiling masses that though
the internal policies of the Indian ruling class, or particularly of their chief rep-
resentative that time, the congress party, were anti-people, their foreign policy
were independent and progressive. All their laments are for the abandonment of
that so-called independent foreign policy by the ruling class and they are still
deceiving the working class and the toiling people that the main duty of them is
to bring back that era of ‘nonalignment’ principles.

The advance guards of the proletariat must not nurture the faintest of doubt
regarding the fact that pursuance of the non-alignment policy by the Indian rul-
ing class did not in any way imply its freedom from influence, control or arm-
twisting of the imperialists, or the fact that its domestic or foreign policy were
not independent of the influence and control of the imperialist powers. In 1947,
the big bourgeois of India came to power by making a compromise with imperi-
alism. Direct rule of the British imperialism came to an end, but nonetheless,
exploitation by the imperialist capital continued, on the whole undeterred, and
imperialist control, influence and domination remained rooted. Then the ruling
big bourgeois undertook the programme for the capitalist development depend-
ing upon the imperialism. All the programmes they have taken since the incep-
tion of the 5-year plans, were taken depending upon the imperialism, and
through these the dependence upon imperialism have continued to increase. In
this period, as a consequence of the policy pursued by the ruling class, penetra-
tion of imperialist capital has progressively increased, and so has imperialist
debt, various ‘aid’ –through which imperialist control over the principle fields of
Indian economy has increased. Alongside this increased of imperialist control
over the country, economy, as a natural fallout, control and domination of impe-
rialism, particularly U.S. imperialism, have increased in different spheres, includ-
ing politics. Right from the large projects undertaken under the 5-year plans, to
the nuclear programme or the program of green revolution in the 1960s – ex-
amples of imperialist control and domination over the programs of the ruling
class are many and varied.

At that time, however, the ruling class of the third world countries like India
has an advantage. Opposed to the alliance of the western imperialists under the
leadership of the U.S. imperialism, stood the so-called ‘socialist’ block under the
leadership of Soviet Russia. These two blocks were engrossed in competing with
each other to extend their domination with the aim of conducting exploitation
and repression throughout the world. As a result of the contradiction between
these two blocks, ruling classes of several third-world countries, including India,
got the opportunity of bargaining with them to some extent, though remaining
within the influence of this two power groups, i.e., remaining within the influ-
ence and control of imperialism. It was with this aim of conducting the bargain-
ing process that the ruling class of the third world countries adopted the non-
alignment principle and grouped together in it. Hence, the adoption of non-align-
ment policy by the Indian ruling class did not imply that they ware pursuing a
foreign policy independent of the control and influence of the imperialism. India
was not truly sovereign then, nor did Indian ruling class have an independent
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foreign policy.Hence, those who are clamouring vociferously today as if Indian
is suddenly going to lose her sovereignty today are actually obscuring the fact
that real sovereignty cannot be achieved without eradicating completely the
exploitation and domination of the imperialist capital. And, imperialism can be
eradicated from the countries soil only through the peoples’ democratic revolu-
tion under the leadership of the working class. Of course, it is natural that those
who are working not in favour of this revolution, but against it, those who have
become sentinels of the existing system instead of its demolisher, cannot do
anything but what those ‘lefts’ are doing. Is not it so?

The next question is, is it possible for the Indian ruling class of today to re-
vert back even to that so-called independent foreign policy non-alignment? Did
the Indian ruling class shifted from its policy of non-alignment of its own free
will, that they can now, if they wish, revert back to it? As a consequence of the
programme of capitalist development depending upon imperialism, that they
India big bourgeois ruling class pursued from 1947, the dependence upon impe-
rialism went on increasing, so also increased the burden of imperialist debt. At
the beginning of the 1980s, the ruling class took a large loan from I.M.F. for the
first time, following which they took the line of opening up the country to the
conditionalities imposed by the imperialists. The scope for bargaining with the
two imperialist groups was also lost after the fall of Soviet Russia in the end-
1980s. At the time, the Indian ruling class was compelled to take a larger loan
from the I.M.F once again and initiated the new economic policy. We all know
how the control of the imperialist capital has gone on increasing in the Indian
economy. The direct consequence of all these is that in various fields of Indian
society, including the politics, the control and domination of imperialist powers,
specially their band-leader U.S imperialists, have increased manifold. In these
circumstances it is only natural that they Indian ruling class will not be able to
continue their so-called non-alignment policy and will tilt more and more towards
U.S imperialism. It is only this truth that is being experienced through the “non-
military nuclear treaty”, “new structure of Indo-U.S security relation” etc.

To put in a nutshell, a large-scale change in the national and international sit-
uation has forced the Indian ruling class to abandon their so-called ‘independent
foreign policy’ and found themselves in more and more closer ties with U.S.
imperialism. Hence, just by wishing to do so, they cannot revert back to their
old ‘non-alignment policy’ or the so-called ‘independent foreign policy today’.
What is more important is that reverting back to that old ‘non-alignment era’
can not be the objective of the proletariat, the objective of the proletariat is the
complete eradication of the exploitation and oppression of imperialism and thus
achieve true ‘sovereignty’.

The ‘left’ parties of India, under the leadership of CPIM are trying by all means
through their concerted clamour about the nuclear deal to prove that they are
working as the untiring sentinels of Indian ‘sovereignty’. But, what has became
as apparent as daylight in the past 15 to 16 years is that they are second to
none in going begging at the feet of imperialist capital to call invite foreign cap-
ital and opening the gates for plunder. On one hand, imperialist capital will be
granted the most gratuitous reception, ‘while on the other, the ‘nation being sold
to the imperialist’ will be opposed! What castles in the air are the ‘lefts’ build-
ing? Undoubtedly, they are trying to convince us that there is no relation be-




