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Nandigram: An Analysis

When the armed CPIM hooligans and party-chief

‘“victory’ over Nandigram, their hired-hooligans
ing victory in their prolonged war of capturin
wo men, kil ling, mai ming persons and razing, bur
for some days, the question that vexed the stru
revolutionary activists is: What will happen toc
answer is unavail abl e, this question wild.l natur
ing pessimism, even tHdhem. . hiiddeam,ndliigheiion §eni st
a definite and also correct answer, we must st a
really meant by ‘ Nandigram’  ? For which * Nandigr
ried! The reasonhr el @sjouredsit $ on i s that during
the Nandigram episode the view of bourgeois med
or those against CPI M, had a sway; revoluti on;
mar kedly missing even among the so-called Comm
forth *CR’] Camp whose ‘mass’ influence is infi
i mmer sion or submerging of CR activists in swar
The medi a, both pro- and anti - Nandigram str
struggle as a fight for ‘“area grabbing’, natur
CPI'M and TMC (or TMC |l ed bloc). As evidence t he
of CPI'M | eader s, activists with family from Nan
supporters from the other side of the ‘border’
active help and role behind the fighting platf
to the extent of even well-nigh usurping ‘contr
bet ween armed cadres [and CPI M-hired hooligans]
hints at active and regular supplies of arms ar
parties, both TMC and CPI M. There were media s
the Maoists too in the battle there after the M
none of the parties or organi sations mentioned
phasi zei tt hhdhsose rebel ‘“ordinary villagdesi - who
sive batmlMandi gram and most crucial results we
sands of ‘ordinary’ rebel s hahemsglanesataond K0 gL
sake of further devel opmeéret tofi |Iti megi rp esotprl kg gslheo u |
to take steering wheel of its own struggle and
they should take their destiny in their own hal

As for exampheider the very beginning of the b
— Who made Nandigram a virtual fortress diggin
bridges? How many tens or hundreds of thousands
achieve such a feat what those ‘ordinary’ fol ks
tantly, jusn amyngkarty of establishment and the

or dare to instruct the?maélessesevbodbutsoohrgnpacty
there at that ti me, neither any of them coul d i
Then, who ‘designed’ such a move and how was t*h
nary masses of ‘toilers, scores of thousands, W
‘'l esson of Singur’ in their own way and though

people state machinery, the govt for€sM feram-ce
ers are stildl trying to befool or baffle the
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of them tel!]l ampwtrhing. al®u M’ s] evicted peopl el
to tmeestshe CPI M |l eaders made about their *‘“own’

uously giving totally different numbers of t he
counter-question: why were the TPhMIpRWhdie ‘' evi
CPI'M did there onWhbhkJdahedryhose three first

Nandigram and under whose instruction were they
co answer this? Didn’t this brutal act of CPI M
hatred against them in Nandigram? Who continuc
that | and wil/l be forcefully grabbed there for
after CM' s *‘withdrawal gesture’”? And finally, !

evicted CPIM persons go back when situation fo
June’ 07? Was that not for the single purpose of
X Consildeasta medi a-f oc,usteldate pdfs otdlee 16t h Mar c h.

t hugs and state police forces together attack
mass-carnage, gang rapes and .. what not foll owe
a good section of intelligentsia too, felt cold
intelligentsia took to streets on protest ... Eve
ol ence, state-terror etc filled al/l the space.
to be at alll possi bl e. But some 35-40 thousand:
er s’ spontaneously got organised by snowballin
and the mournful funeral march ‘suddenl y’ turne
march of tens of thousands seething in wrath t
and CPIM cadres camping in Sonachura — Nandigr
48 hours of the state sponsored massacre! Aga
course of action; who ‘organised’ and ‘1l ed’ t he
| eadership? Maoists? ... No. Nobody could think o
that materialised, and the architects-cum-1|abou
es of toiling peobpVer ytbhoedhys ed eems t o have forgo
masses of people, i.e. workers and peasants canh
t hemsel ves. Everybody chose not to see that h i
giving birth to struggles “from below” [and org
too in some places]!

Then why didn’t we see any such mass spontan

assault of CPIM in the first two weeks of Nov?
t he same, i . e.., the indomitable fortress of BUP
nei ty’ of the masses? [ Of course anybody wil/l

mechani cal thing that can show the same repea
again |ike, say, a perfect ‘simple harmonic mo
so, there remains the question: why we saw tota
es in 7-11 Nov, from what it was 10 months ago
fected them? To understand the reasons we are t
of Nandigram Struggle and I ook into some fact ol
(1)The internalb@ottwcaotual l y we’ || see that ther
cruci al interrdalA)f adhttorfsa.ct(cor connected to the
literally speaking ‘“battl e’ was going on there
t henl.(B) there was the factor connected with ‘g
ties of the | eadership of both | ocal l evel BPPC
both these had ‘effects’ on the ‘masses of peo
factors worked hand in hand, they were intercor
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eparately only for the benefit of2)Jhet texrt eumaeeéer
actor , i . e. thei tbhemi waohmbnWNandi gram had to f

(1) As we wrote about the feat of those rebel

di t ocNahdi gr am: Some Aspects Sebdom BpsclsseOd

ue: “During the January-March period ..the Nanc

rdinary (in todawyganistethawirdyr and also duri n

hey coul d cast aside thei rMo(nalhds) opfarrteys-iisdteanntcie

i ght back on 16th March shows their organised
heir March 16th they overshadowed M
he

ndeed by t

howed on t 1st week of Jwaweawuar ptonben & Ilebxtche pMad ro
behaviour ' ; spontaneously arranging peopl es’
ach day hundreds participated in turn and the
omena [ Sankh means Conch-Shells the sound of
uja and Ajaan is prayer cal/l from mosques — t

ram masses to summon people for wurgent quick
eady-to-fight] had been continBubhgbohbar éhtor nt

al factors of ' war’ and ‘peace’ were conduct eoc
onsciously or unknowingly that l ed to dampeni
he spontaneity, |l et alone any effort for organ
us ‘mass in action’ to form a formidable mass:

(1. A) Nobody saw that there was any conhscious

ttempt on part of the ‘|l eaders’ or ‘armed-fi gl
asses there to become conscious ‘actors’ and

nd possible, a peopl es’ own ‘forces’ . Rat her,
aking struggling thousands dependent on perha
i ghters’, and ultimabelvg hputpereiopy e’ aRmaghly fro
eptember, a long period of 6 months was there

n a narrow zone, and in that narrowed battl e

eopl e. People were taught indirectly that they
er of border-war ; neither they have any ‘' busi
ere taught indirectly that i1t was better to th
at] where their role woulpebpl ¢ owewveotreloadgat ed
ol e that parl i amentary democr—achyutpetrhmeiste pheeolpd n
he ‘peace’ part. But people knew that the ‘“bo
ur vival of Nandigram and for that “important’

beneficial?’ role of ‘external’ human agents wh
train’ and/ or ‘“l ead’ the ‘“platoon’.. the ‘bene
he ‘beneficial’ role of those threoeghtWwki ¢cthe'*
evol ent 'asr ssloeme of them told a workers del egat
ay df the “intellectual s’ who were bringing me
ark Nandifigwam villages of Nandigram are withou
y interesting, the people were tbtoeatl yht bewd
sts were there and had some ‘command’ , they t
f all Ahds€PI M cunningly, patiently continued

rocess of making the people reliant on ‘extern
armed personnel ', because they knew ultimatel.y

andigram only when the masses of people would
ary or 16th March!
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(1.B) TMC, naturally as a bourgeois parliament
its grip loosening over masses turning anti-CPI
ers-peasants masses |l eading their Bwh $MCuwghbe

not the sole fdabetomoshernanportant factor was

sel ves who are coming out of the shadows of t
l' i ke that of depending on ‘external’ ‘dducated
still couldn’t make a decisive break with the i
‘“new’ are mingled inside t hWei'rl | conosocki oiurstnce stshi
again | ater. The other determining factor was
armed attacks for 2 reasons: the best possible
Nandigram and keep Nandigram wunder its boot s;
them was that due to continuous armed assault b
be compelled to solicit ‘“armed’ help from exter
masses wil/l come under TMC’'s grip which is bett
own fight and organisation, and if CPI M can por
fight between two warring parties or blocs wher
ing to obtain than sufferings, then that wildl F
sired best result.

But have ‘the masses of peopl e’ totally succu
and CPI'M and became ‘just TMC men’ or pawns? Ce
continuous battle engaged their mind awesomel y;
‘“promi ses’ of a Chief Minister that the propose
t her e, because the govt and CPI'M behaved so wic
on its promises. Wit hout direct backing of tho
was not possible to maintain an effective ‘“1line
fighters. Secondl vy, none of those working as th
could grip with full seriousness the necessity
masses, always keeping them conscious and ready
the masses of people disarrayed, or better to s
at |l east in the vital May-to-Sept period whic
space’ . Buntoti tornddayd i neesfi ght that matters, al s«
portantly, there was the necessity of bringing
andthe organisation. Barring a small revolution
had no ‘say’ ther e, nobody gripped the theme o
peasants masses and the necessary agitation-pr
di sarrayed-ness or passivity of masses of peopl
sion’ of masses-versus-|leaders that was natur al
not-so-conscious | eadership, especially if the
‘“government al administrative activities'’ gene.l
among them, obviously keeping the masses at b ac
ties of some of the top/ middle ranking BUPC | ea
pl e Fourthly, the TMC, either unwi ttingly or
thoughtpraonpdkagated within the masses i n tthhoaste cr
an honourable *‘settlement'’ had been reached, W
ed in further di sarrayed-ness and a major sect
aback by the sudden high-pitch assaults of CPI M
that in one particular sense, i.e., regarding *
or keep intact the ‘free-of-CPIM zone’ at | eas

mind of the masses and the plan of TMC <coincioc
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believed that keeping meaenskebpshgolPi Mt &com r e

Panchayat-administration there; and that was du
er, the frame of mi nd tfi Itlh ec omualsdsne’st whmaok e a de
with the past, still the ‘ol d’ and the ‘new’ ar
who still t hought and measured win-or-1oss mai
ter ms.

(1. A+B) Ultimately the | ocal | eadership had t
again two demonstrations were there on both of
too | at e, and the Nov 2nd week demonstrations

March one. When a rally of some ten thousand we
and urged their help, their presence, with the
[ which the police declined] — the incident itse
early-Jan-&-16-March with early Nov. May we ca|
‘“dampened’ for time being due to various factor
(2) Now | ets see the ‘external’ factor (s): N a
|l ious island amidst a sea of enforcwdspeateashbl
di fficult as that of workers of Hindustan Unil e
| ate-1980st he sense that rebellions amongst wor
started, new fighting organisations have croppe
factories, and | ately the trend of rur al rest |
started too. Recent months showed many cases of
ingl vy, many such rebels warned the village ves
Nandigram here’. It also compelled CPIM to show
that *CPIM can crush Nandigram’ to frighten the
Any way, the ‘“environment'’ is not that favour al
depend for help from the quarters of rebelling

gram rebel s’ battle for carrying on the fight

sel ves. I f there were a strong current of ‘new
ant s, i f Nandigram got active help from them,

more favourable ground, and would not have to
t hem. I n other words, mainly by extending the
gani sations, by broadening the rebel bastions a
ternal’ world could help Nandigram effectively.
now i s not i ke that.

(1+2) Al these added up to become what it I
weeks of Nov O07. But we are to remember, Nandi
where the CPIM ousted TMC in area-grabbing fig
parties — Nandigram is in some sense a manifest
masses of peopl e t haBEIl eameen tcso noifn g° nuepw’ and ‘ol d’
there with the ‘ol d’ imutdotmh e atmnew’ pasnoumaed i
its presence there, its possi bl e mightSion ensos , t |
final verdict can be passed on Nandigram for | o
And then Nandigram, as a rebel spirit is alive
workers and peasants in general

The relatively “advanced’ el ements of rebel ma
surely summing up the experience of | ast one ye

won and | ost, and it is very important and vit
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indications obtained from there decl ar e: contr a
umph’, ‘recapture’ and offensive, Nandigram’s r
are in no ‘surrendering’ mood in many vill ages
ried. It is the bounde duty of the class-consc

n
rectly summing up of the rich experience they \

Editorial 2

Asom: Massacre of Tribal People

Appeal to Workers, Peasants and Toiling Tribal People

25t h November saw the most ugly, most brutal a
People in India ‘Independent’, and that outrage
hati, Asom (Assam). At | east two hundred tri be
yout h, many of them women, were beaten mercil es
l'ice; girl students were paraded naked; many of
hospital were filled with dead and deadly-inju
experience that even an Ahomiya youth, who trie
forced to run naked on the road in broad dayl iog
experience of him, an Ahomiya medico ran away i
seeing scores of bl ood-littered smashed bodies
hospital

What was their fault? Those tribal yout h assen
an ‘Adivasi’ students’ association of Asom t hat
known as ‘Tea-Tri bes’ — a peculiar name indeed

Tea Gardens of Asom, many of them being Sant hal
gest tribe in India with population of tens of

and taken from Bengal in the British Period to
were also other tribal people in the rally who
and they have been demanding govt acceptance o
uled Tribes’ and grant of trifle govt ‘“benefits
constitutional nor ms. These Tri bes, particul ar/|
get that ST’ status in al/l ot her major states
only that much *justice’ from the Congress | ed
‘“audacity’ they were taught wéllcabgewel ! 4tsr alinhe
able that ordinary Ahomiya (Assamese National)

bar i c tahcatt even woul d make savages f eel shy; a
sheer untruth to say that ordinary Ahomiya peop
trated that c¢crime even if a section of media pr
furiated by wunruly attacks of thousands of ar me
the | ocal residents hit back’ . Those media-per
some ‘thousands of armed tribal yout h’ had real
it possible for their capiWhalt trewn |tyo hragirhesrire di w
a handf ul of non-tri bal upper-caste miscreant s,
spiracy, got into the rally of the tribal yout
panes of shops and cars &etc; and another biggel
wer e | ads of upper-caste-and-prosperous Assam
fanned

p anti-tribal frenzy, they themselves s
e

u
nated th whole gruesome affair, while the sta
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onl ookers, which proved beyond doubt the govern
acy of the genoci de.

The revolutionary workers cal/l upon the worke
ple to condemn that barbaric attack on Tribe pe
they also appeal to the toiling people of Asor
come forward in support of all just demands of

protest vehemently any oppressiTthe wofortkririsalbep en@
mo st revolutionary <c¢class of the society must S

oppressiimmlsudi mgse oppressions based on non- cl
cast e, nationality-tribe-language-culture-etc,
people are | iberated the working class cannot I
is the bounden duty of the working class to | ea
humani ty. Besi des, it is well known to the work

Asom are themselves workers and peasants too, i
sisters and brothers and many are our cl osest
come.

The revolutionary workers also calll dparmstdlyl, T
ponder whether a government al sanction of ST
al socio-economic status of the Tribe peopl e.
njoy' that ST status in Jharkhand and West Be
r millions of them residing there? That ST st
ndition of the overwhelming majority of Sant
ucational probl em, unempl oy ment probl em, mo ¢
obl em.. and the problem of their communally us
t
e
k

-

s and all natur al resources which they ‘“enjo

advent of British Raj. Even the government
e necessary arrangements for education in S
ntemplate that whether the problem oWwithe Adi
ta thoroughgoing change of the preswnthostste
e take up of the *‘power to rul e’ from the | al
g people of whom they vwairteh opmearrtc ha mdy g aorwaeld,s
nal (i .e., soci al) possessionltanids rheéaonahni mg
nd some workers'’ and peasants organi sations
volutionary agitati om- grhapadgasnsduee very prompt |
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Secondimilitant form of struggle is not somet
ple — they have I|literally fought for i ndepende
and again. How can one forget the glorious HUL
the battles I|Iike Sidho, Kano and Birsa!/! I n t|
period too millions of Adivasis participated i
movements and rebellions. But , after the i gnomi
ten ‘left’'s surfaced, with the old dream of l i b
vacuum of revolutionary politics and Party bein
to the | aypersons, curious distortions appeared
have no revolutionary party to |l ead them and vy
mounting pressure of oppression on them. The wc
sie of oppressed nations and tribes came for wal
ot her reactionary and reformist forces present
bourgeoi s’ within the mindset took the opportur
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revolutionary proletariat’ within. We witnesse
within the boundary of bourgeois constitutional
against the ‘system’ or ‘Raj’ t hat rul es and ¢
mo st prominent of those fights — the protracte
the form of *Jharkhand’ ). A separate state was
i al and spiritual conditions was achieved for
? The point i s the Adivasi people are never

a militant way, OK; but for what end the Ad
ood and even face martyrdom?? Do some petty
ghts? This question needs serious considerat
vernments and oppressors creates ground for
ons; and in this case, this massacre surely
uth to take violent retaliatory measures to

status.

Editorial 3
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Significance of the Anti-POSCO Sruggle

The anti -POSCO agitation drew great attention
gling people there took a challenging step by
South Korean officials of POSCO who dared to i

proposed ‘site’. But, the anti-POSCO peoples’ s
pro-POSCO party-government l obby in Orissa | ed
particularly foreign capitalist friendly BJD Ct
replicating the notorious ‘Nandigram-recapture
pur di strict of Orissa against the anti-POSCO
media took its investor-friendly role by highl
sponsored attacks on the struggling people ther
‘people!” — as if the ongoing struggle is a fig
ple there and as if a section of the people are
But anyway, the ruling BJD is perhaps more *‘wis
the Nandigram ‘recapture’ epi sode, they are wuti
too by deploying armed police there together w
the revolutionary workers will stand by the sid
the struggling people there. Certainly they wil
struggl e. But apart from that there are some ot
gle has objectively brought forward and those ¢
It has been reported in the media that POSCO
or more than half trillion rupees. | f t hat hap
foreign direct invest ment in India. Showing t he
‘prospect’ of huge ‘development’, ‘“industrialis:
eration’ and etc the govt is giving away thous:
which there are 3000 acres of forest | and! But
away two iron mines to that firm from which the
and export any amount of iron ore out of Il ndi a.
understanding) signed between POSCO and the gov
to export almost as much ore they wil!/l use here
nothing but |l etting a foreign firm | oot natur al

mentions that just from the ‘ore export busine
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trillion rupees, i . e., twice the value of thei-r
resources wil|l be twice the amount invested her
rul ers call this brazen betrayal of national i n
ing to force-feed us their make-believe story

But POSCO is not the exceptional case. Maj or g
concentrated in Orissa, Jharkhand and Chattisga
ments and centr al govt have given rights to man
to oot this wealth through different MOU- s. Or
“hit-I1list’ of these capitalists. Within next 25
to loot 41% of Bauxite (Aluminium ore), 26 % of
and 20% of Manganese ore from this state. An
showed that the value of Bauxite to be | ooted f
trillion rupees as per current price and for th
ulously |l ow royalty of only 12 billion rupees!
govt O0.6% of the value | ooted as royalty — and
|l oot as ‘devel opment’ |, ‘“industrialisation’ !

Al ongside this veritably wunhindered plunder C

‘projects’ are in the pipeline in Orissa recent
i's that of a TATA project in Kalinganagar, and
tion for that project 13 tribe people were kil
al | such projects mainly the Adivasi people i.ce
pain of eviction. Mo s t probably there are two
Adi vasi people are mainly facing eviction. Firs
er al wealth are generally not much fertile. Fer
had been already | ooted in the past to settle
ther e, and hence the Adivasi s had to flock 1in
areas. Then, for l ooting of the mineral weal t h,
evicted from such pl aces! 73% of the tribe pe
Jharkhand and Madhyapradesh - the most mi ner al
second reason is that: as the Adivasi peopl e a
section and hel pl ess, and so they were in the
i ndustry drives in the past. Adivasi peopl e are
of Il ndi a, but among the ‘displaced’ or ‘interne
to various ‘development’ drives from 1950s til!]l
tute 40%'! Among those evicted due to various
alone in between 1950 and 1995, 40% are Tribe
another 20% are OBC!! Al l these evicted peopl e
their bitter experience that the ‘promises’ gi\
are hogwash. Hence, for every eviction-devel opi
sistance movements cropping up. Such a heroic f
agar ; it was not a day’'s gallant resistance, b
for mont hs. People are getting organised, start
the anti-POSCO, anti-HI NDALCO, anti-VEDANTA etc
Two characteristics of these struggles are hic
such struggles we are witnessing that the peopl
the established parties of various <col our s, as
|l ess disgruntled by the betrayal of alll establi
der to the liberalisation-globalisation bandwag
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notgoing through the ‘pattern’ of movements tha
‘“movement s’ |l ed by the established parties and
t hey are not going through tedious and protract
progr ams, rat her quickly they are turning mil.ii:
capitalists-parties combine and the state-terro

Though these struggles, the anti-POSCO, Kaling

face of it struggles against eviction, but in r
i mperialist sponsored-dictated economic policie
italists, against the state that | et the capita
itedly plunder nature. So, essentially, t hese s
the countrywide revolutionary struggle of t he
ot her toiling people towards establishing soci
and nature at | arge. Keeping that future strugg
of the working class must organise itself as a
side this they are to understand the significar
people of I ndia including these struggles of tf}

by the side of these struggles as co-fighters.

Editorial 4

Rural Bengal Blazing Again

I n our editorial “Recent Rur al Restl es®ness ||
tober 2we04concluded “suddend phrty-govt violence
a sudden break to the moti on, the trend of the
bei nfgor a few days or mont hs, et c. But one thin
— ultimately the pTehoatl et wa |tl hrree pi. ncAauvdecsrisms of t
villages show a trend, which may be feeble-but -
reaffirmed again by an incident in a nearby bl
ni ghThe issue there Bas the saméage poor are nc
happy with the corruption in ration distributi
with ‘everything going on’, the hell-of-a-1ife

harder eachRéewagl.uti onary communi snese & nroovtgnh at’t

need not ‘hatch up’ or pl an peopl es mo Vv e men
ment '’ or something |like that.

I n this October 2007, we can say that t he men
and the occasion now is the same: corruption in
events took place in a time span a couple of w
the first explosion occurred on 16th Sept, Sun
day in November [ 5t h] there is no sign of abat
heat of rThweo litnsc.i dents 3 years back also occur
mont hs — Bhadra & Ashwin, the cruell est mont hs
folks as described in a more than four-century
festive season of Durgapuja of t he Bengald. Bab
pendence’ , 30 year s of “Left Govt'’ di dn’t ch
Bhadra-Ashwin for the rurallnp@®04d4of tBengalrlelad
revolts was |Jjust some villages in two blocks i
2007, revolts did spread |ike more rapid wildfi
ra, then Birbhum, then Musrshidabad, and then

nas, then the revol't even penetrated Malda in N
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wi || expand more in coming few days and til]l t h
Everyone already knows events, however, to see
‘spontaneity’ t wo events may be re-visited. o)
Bankur a, villagers went to voice their compl ai
happens to be a CPIM |l eader too about corruptioc
ability of food grains in Public Distribution
Babu had no ti me, not a minute, for t hose rust
tant task — their party conference was going on
them out humiliatingly. The villagers already ki
the rural moneybags are flourishing under the g
chayat-Administration-Rich folk evil nexus i S

much maltreat ment from the party bosses and ri
time this neglect, this utter disdain for the r
They attacked the CPIM conference, smashed and
had the | eader-babu-s beaten. The police came t
battle between police and villagers foll owed.

i ng.. what not the police did! Twohe@enswssofgot h
revol t at noon reached villages after villages,
noon. And in the afternoon in a village in Bar
assembled to teach the corruptThdceealkenresw avhtad u gpho
woul d do. But they were not frightened. The deeé
ter gates and from inside his hétuvse opepesednsfigod
injured, but t he mob di dn’'Ats raet raecatti varsti nvchipo! we
reporting telephonically commented: ..you can ¢
which section is rebelling, standing in forefro
i njured: Bagdi , Rui das, Das, Pallli cPalciatme, alnld Is
the mood of the masses, smelt danger. By per suc:
and arresting the culprit dealer on spot the po
Then onwards the revolts started spreading to

hand police atrocities claimed two |ives, t he f
victim Sheikh Ayub who just came to see whether
victims were being distributed from the Bl ock-(
head. CPI'M cried foul: ‘conspiracy of oppositi
admitted: the poor villagers are rebelling ther
any party whatsoever, plus, things are going ou
while revolting didn’t need a ‘party’, di dn’ t w
es; in a condition of party-less-ness as far a
cerned, after decades of forced-slumber courtes
masses are spontaneously deciding to rebel i n

their old party | oyalties, because they cannot

which the system has provided them.

Revolutionary proletaneat Raobgwitthedt, tntreeeyd not

or
|
s a
te

k e
ti
st

p

(0]

about

t a

s k

rur al

l an’ “peopl es’ movement” from above, ‘des
that . Peopl e, by their own, have perhaps |
ns working in rural areas that very simple
movements by themsel ves,; and those CR org
“building up united movement against rat.

Sshould be to concentrate on revolutionary
poor. They should not think derive that t
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is corruption only in Public distribtuhtetcmauSeste
but rather the ‘occasion’ or ‘“juncture’ t hat p
out bur st s of rebellion; in other words, corrup
acted as an effective spark-plug that ignited t
es,; the village poor are not just wunhappy with
tion, they are unhappy with *‘everything going o
ing harder and harder each day. The govt i s | us
i dent from their BPL scheme that excluded many
“BPL list of poor’, that have placed a sizeabl e
as i f they are poor no mor e, rampant corruption
eating up the paltry govt ‘“al ms’ or subsidies.

presented alarming revelations: # WB is second
ration-scam in WB alone is in the tune of Rs 19
and so on! A startl ed Irfeadeery epxacyl giunsetd , 1% of t h:
as protection money, t hat wi || mean $50 millio
CPI'M from this ]splhheer egoovnelrynment s are depriving

amenities of civilisation. On the other hand th
is increasing, vul gar show of affluence is Dbl at
ening social cleavage. For this the toiling po
party, for whi c h, in the pastThitshedyo ehsanv'et ,d oonfe cs
mean an alienation from parli &@mentgymrymtpalgi,tigec v
the consciousness of the rural poor towards re

tionampiagg,i cularly revolutionaey workemslucteams,
and extensive revolutionary agitatmTbhsprephgand
ing extremely important, more so because the m
throwing off the shackles of submissiveness.

People have taken up whips in their own hand -
ul at ed, encouraged. Fights and fighting unity,
can only come wup from bel ow; people should t ak
which in the ultimate sense means not only taki
but also taking up the rein, the ‘“control’, i n
taken to the rural toiling poor with utmost ur

I't should be wutter foolishness and also betra
any revolutionary group jumps onh the situation
creasing own organisation ‘“utilising’” this rebe
up sl ogans ‘“to fight corruption’ under its own
party’ assembl vy, slogans for ‘“monitoring commi:t
treacherous i f few ‘super-active’ cadres take t
the villagers as ‘admiring [but passive] onl ool

cated from deal er s!

Rur al poor, i . e. agricultural |l abourer s and
two types of opposition (ilgl htehirsulfiingghtp aorft yt, h eCiPrld
govt and ar med machineries of party and govt w

(i)starting to ‘regularise’ ration supply a |i't
some topmost corrupt deal ers, perhaps a coupl e
ing to distribute few more breadcrumbs through
programs, some token helps for poor househol ds
rural (ioiowi;th vengeance |l et | oose their ‘terror
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villages to ‘spreadlrhe heppodietsisoom.parties, part
l ed by Ms Mamata Banerjee, wi || jump on with e
cash-in the mood of the masses in the next panc
pol | t hat mi ght cC 0ome. Repeated demands of CBI €

the masses from taking up the cudgel in their o
faith on some tiny machinery of the present st a
]

of those parliamentary parties wi target firs
But wha't are the ‘arms’ or weapons that t he 1
di sposal and are using topAR) tTheisre wreiatpyo ns u tatrien |
their “ol d’ paand/-aheedi magcet hrowing off ,their
(B)their resolve to fight back, their unwilling
theirs, the arrogance, hi ghhandedness of the p
utter contempt these | atter show to the( ®oor ir
their effort to take the whips in their own han
further | ies their urge to have the “rein”, th
hands Revolutionary activists mutshe smpureald g do
should never abandon—thésehweapoab poor put f ai
or ot her, give up their whips to the | eaders,
weapons, and they wild.l again be deceived, cheat

enough by the CPIM by putting faith on this pal

Perhaps this spate of revolts wild.l subside wit
the arrival of the busy harvesting season. But
have shown their trend, taught |l essons to all C
revolutionary groups; the rebel people are al so
parties are behaving, how the CPlI Mevenguafaeinng
ing ‘corruption’ on the plea of ‘very s nand conm
so on; and what is more, they wil/l remember hoy
of whips in their own hand, how the village b
yielded at some pl aces, how ration regularised
Even if rebel villagers seem to ‘go back to the
or by not joining any oppositiwon | parottlydbes ame . |
That’' s true and sur e!

However, working class activists and organiser
rur al toiling masses, particularly the agricul
have sewmedafficulties in building their own or ¢
wor ker s, who intrinsically has the tradition of
village poor have no such tradition; neither
class, nor they are objectively *‘organised’ by
internationally revolutionary days after the S
days of 3rd I nternational, the extreme difficul
ers’ organisation even in highly developed <cap
[ which had ‘no peasantry’, only capitalist farn
But then, the people have almost a century’s ex
saw rise and fall of the peopl es’ power s, rise
tions, they suffered the great Defeat . Now, i n
started to rebel. They are showing unconscious
their own ‘sum-up’ of the past. I ti nmidwatbiev eil mr

some organisational form subjectively. We need
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new movements. I f the masses are able to form
their own independently, that wil.l provide | ess
al | these rebel |l i onisn atrhee tpaekriinogda poifa ctceeeabobndi t i
of party- | eTshse-rneefsosr.e , the ol d, habitual ‘“patter
the people with the *“ peasaunntdse't hnea spsararyg g n itshaet ipc
of trying to *“fit?’ the rebellions and rural re
ganisation’ framework of the revolutionary grou
tional and ulmuwtor &lavd edi sastrous for the whole ¢
gles of the people and more importantly the or
| o.w

Editorial 5

[Save RAM SETULversus [SETHU SAMUDRAM Canal

Projectl]

lt’s not ‘like a bridge on the troubled water?’
under water, the mythical “RAMSETU” or “Adam’ s
Govt of India's and DMK's or DMK supremo and Ta
nanidhi’'s dream project of Sethu Samudram Canal
cl ai m, join I ndia’'s East Coast with West Coast
rope and Africa to reach eastern and south weas
Tuticorin and then Chennai, business around Tu
thrive.. and will harvest good revenue that wil/l
tenance [mainly dredging] cost s, yield profits
Congress can claim to be the first to conceptu
centuries ago, in the early 19th century, S 0ome

started thinking about this probable passage-w
Lanka [see http://en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Rama%27
most phase, the BJP | ed NDA govt masterminded t
same year that project was there in the I|Iist of
the now-opposition party of TN, the ADMK | ed

BJP & ADMK made volte-face and opposing the proc

‘“surprising’ behaviour as far as all the | ndi :
cerned: they somersault easily to opposite posi
out of it But some things that happened in t
project are very interesting, and noteworthy to
at . Let us go straight to the points.

When the project went for a judicial ‘“revi ew’
many things sprang up in the media. Some arch-
use adjectives |Iike ‘“cunning, fraud, pseudo-sci
fundamentali st’ I nternet media who al ways try t
al | religiouspmyamasogndaepipess up a propaganda:
SETU of Hindu | egends or Adam' s Bridge of [T
actualnlom-amathbhr iathgeeabout 1.75 million years ago

l'y coincides with the era of Ram s reig
NASA photographs from their orbiting sa
damental i st Hi ndu organisations who i n
against the government al intention to break ap
buil't by the monkey-fighters by blessings of L

n and tF
tellites
turn i
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name, and what an audacity it is that the govt
court dared to write that there is no historica
built by Ram' s military!]! So, though in the mea
t hat they share the opinion allegedly bearing
the picture was definitely theirs, and even cl a
ing how the underwater structure was built or c
a satellite picture taken from a distance of hu
torians, geographers, geologists declared that
one, t hat there is no scientific proof of h u me
worl d before that supposed 1.75 million years —
pair’ the ‘damage’ caused by “hurting senti men
withdrew its own affidavit from the supreme cou
anot her. I n the past too we saw many such fabri

es and also some foreigners to put scientific
forget the great fraud Eric von Daniken and hi s
.. we also saw strong rebuttal of all these rubb
emi nent ones I|ike |l ate Prof Meghnad Saha and am
B Narlikar et c. But anyway, in India, the so-c
technol ogists hub of he worl d, those rubbishes
and stores and really scientific refutations of
why not: you’ || find astrologer’s stone-ring
computer programs, l dols regularly wvisiting ter
were caught red-handed by reporters while prayi
cessful |l aunch of rockets .. and matri moni al col
nt of caste’s of forei n’ trained or forei
t he Govt of Il ndi a, at t i s 21st century, wh i
10, vaunting atom-bomb bursts as back as in
d always boasting of scientific achievements
[

n

c

© 3
o o

g
h
u

ence, coul dn’ t dare to show a scientific, r
turies old radical French temperament!! The
ame full of gl ee, again they could come in

ey wi l |l get some extra points more in the ne
ows how much ‘mass base’ still Ram and his t
w much muck has accumul ated through ages in t
e, and also how much |l oad of the al most unf i
di a, in the <cultural-ideological field too,

ol etariat to |l ead the masses towards a thorou
ejudiced, oppressive society.

T T T T T L0 FTTOTO L OYDN
- =" O T O oS IToS oD Om®mO S5 O

However, subsequentl vy, entered the arena our I
ing seemingly a Dravidian sword, almost reminis
| ogue of DK movement | ate Periyar. He not only
was only a mythical character, not at al | a hi
whole of the Ramayana are nothing but Aryan Hi
‘“ignobl e comments about Ram which he got, as h
i ki version, even questioned Ram s educational
riated the Arch Hindu fundamentali st Ram Bhakt a
hya Monks Assembly issued a FATWA — any person
of the Ram abuser wildl get Gol d equal to his b
Fundamentalists, who until now did hate-campaig
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lim Fundamentalists, are themselves issuing dea
prize for the killer! 11 But this is I ndia, t he
can remain unpunished, even not booked by the ¢
by Mayavati! But by now the old Dravid passion,
ing maltreated by north I ndia, by GlawmcdasAHrmdu d
yans etc all came back igniting vengeance, and
some BJP offices in TN. The BJP being a parlia
party, apprehend troubl e. Vote-Pundits started
ADMK and BJP in slippery grounds of going agai
Dravidian sentiment. On the other hand, some m
bol dened by Karunanidhi’'s Ram-blasting even st a
to be the secular answer to Modi’'s Gujarat.. an
“Chak De Tamil nadu!” By Ar asu Bal r aj at http
balraj260907. ht m. ] How easily these people forog
DMK and Karunani dhi, t hat this party, this same
coalition!! DMK and its archrival ADMK al most &
of BJP and other an ally of Congress! Further,
bl essed WTO-globalisation-1liberalisation-etc, t
Twedel dee-and-Tweedel dum, it is wel/l nigh i mpo:¢
anti-Brahminical or anti-Manuvadi ideology ins
from allying themselves with BJP. The Periyar-i
devoid of any ‘essence’ wi t hin, it is only in
fracas is just a deceptive ploy to pull TN pec
movement . Mor eover, revolutionary proletariat o
not forget or neglect another fact: the old ant
me nt under iits elite |l eadership could not reac!tl
cul minati on, i . e.., towards “abolition of caste
t hat Dalits in TN do not fare better than their
Maharashtra even in dry statistical count s. But
pl es: a bandh call by DMK, Supreme Court’s ban
of bandh <calll by Karunani dhi but protest fast b
ADMK indication violation of SC ruling by DMK
scene Congress is trying to get through with t
ment” et c.

Neverthel ess, despite Karunanidhi’'s battle ag
canal project, the Sethusamudram Canal Project
rather the SSCP raised many doubt s. From financ
to be unviable: as the projected construction ¢
be covered form expected revenues as <calcul ate
t hat appeared in Economic and Political Weekly
According to him, *“1f the company charges the
(around $ 4,000), the pre-tax internal rate of
j ust 4.5 per cent . On the other hand, i f t he ¢S
amount saved by these ships, the pre-tax | RR f:
also cited the fact that no big name in shippi
canal . He showed that a better way, or vi abl e
corin or Chennai would be to give away some sut
ni es, which wil/l certainly be | ess costlier t h
designed for ships of dead-weights |l ess than
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whereas famous and big names among ocean | iners
bigger ships and already perhaps most of t hem
from financial aspect there is the environment a
those in his essay, as his colleagues in the fo
which Jacob’s article is only a chapter, wi ||

tions arose: What wil|l happen i f the marine bio
pl ace, including the coral reef, is destroyed f
then by movement of ships even if we disregard
now? What wil/l be the changes in the behaviour
winds, say during east moving | ow-pressure form
incident, when the Bay gets connected to the Ar
and Gulf of Mannar by a narrow and shallow char
at al l tried to study i mpacts on the Sri Lankan
ment al experts or geographer s, from writings of
drologists etc it i s obvious that there are poi
qguences. [ I nterested readers may see, for examp
|l ssues” at http:// mani sanga. bl ogspot. com/ . ] Bo
umni st l i ke Mr Swaminat han Ankel eshwaran Aiyer

objections referring to Jacob’s artiahdenwibj ect
ronment al grounds. And if the govt makes such a
mess, it will surely put more pressure on the e
in the wultimate analysi s, hurt the toiling peop
porting the SSCP even if standing at poles apar

SSCP.

But a gquestion remains: why the BJP | ed govt
l ed govt of today are so keen in constructing
waste-project SSCP? What is their real i ntentio
somemon-econacmilcul ations or designs? Many | ndi e
mo st of them except aircraft carriers, fit i n
DWT cateDoey. the Govt of Il ndia have any milita
navy vessels quickly from east coast to west cc
not around Sri Lanka but all through runAndg we
is that the Real I ntention behind SSCP? This qgi
because this angle perhaps got no attention fro
i mportant that the I ndian ruling cl ass, sponsol
emerge as the ' Guardian Angel’ [ plainly speaki
this part of the world including the vast open
Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal — the ‘golden fi
more and more Corporate greed and capital. | mp e
ture terrorist naval attacks. They want Il ndi a
commercially cruci al Mal acca Straits. Compani es
rity’ they get for their oil rigs and fields i
marine transport, etc — already declared an | nc

Editorial 6

Come Forward in support of Struggling Asian Workersin UAE

Asian i mmigrant workers in the Middle East ‘' pae
around wealthy tourists’ hot spot Dubai, revolte
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saults of the bourgeoisie there. Wi th very scan
Media today [ 1lst Nov 07] it can be safely gues
t housands of construction workers took part in
October and assembled at a protest meeting or s
action was ‘“illegal?’ as per | aws of the United
the country, above all the word “Emirates” sugg
is scarce there as in other desert-covered oil -
and Emirs. Hence, wor ker s’ basic rights and act
Trade Union struggl es, strikes, etc are wuni mag
But the workers were in a defiant mood being
gruelling workload at a temperature as high as
and ever-decreasing wage + benefit, as for exa
shelters Il acking in many amenities and getting
[roughly Rs 250 per day assuming one rest day p
ic quantity, almost a nothing, in that expensiyv
ers can be guessed from the fact that many wor |
‘“rioters’ who threw stones at poliitcei,s simadaed
noteworthy matter as i mmigrants, ‘“poor foreigne
such scenes in an unknown | and so far away from
l'y a country wunder despotic rule and oppressi ve
So at |l east 4500 workers were jailed. One <can
police personnel employed to round up 4500 work
‘peaceful’ t hen!

Media reported cases of such workers who came

cult a working condition at so |l ow a wage at sc
tion worker from Kerala came back disillusioned
tion site at North East Il ndi a; t hough Dubai i S
Di brugarh i f measured from Thirubanthapurm, but
Usually persons not getting employment with a
going to ‘Arab Worl d’ to send money back home
some year s, even after deducting compensations
payment of job-agenci es. Wh a 't a piece of bad-
begotten! That dream | ays shattered. This pheno
grant workers from India or other ‘poor’ count |
tling in the sense that, for instance, already
case of the Indian workers suffering in ‘slave
a piece titled “Slavery in the Gl obal Factory:
Kota-Tingi [ Matlt awbsaw]'s heartening is that revo
wor kers have started, and that too in a diffic
political enwier dimmental so witnessed fights of [
vel oping in American continent in recent year s
prolonged and victorious fight of Mexican | mmi ¢
ing in the Tomato fields, but also in other “C o
|l i ke preparation of fights of Bolivian gar ment
tina.

And what a contrast! By extracting surplus | al
wor kers | ike them, more so from i mmigrant worKk

made Dubai a wealth-man's paradise and stil!/l m
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mous wealth and a skyline that evokes “western
Among 4500 jailed workers, barring the ‘rioter
forced back to work; 159 workers face '‘action’
and deportation at the end of that term! The 1In
‘“very kind’ enough to ‘“look at’ the case so th
wor kers don’ t have to spent days in Jail bef or
Il ndi all

Revolutionary workers of I ndia salute the figl
UAE, voice their protest against the authorita

punitive measure taken by employers and gover ni
wor ker s, demand workers rights to organise and
support their demands of bet

ter wages, benefits
PS: Condition of I ndian workers in UAE came a
vember. On 8th Nov a flyover under construction
an construction workers on spot and injuring ma

the terrible working condition sans safety me:
wor kers are to work.

Editorial 7

Nuclear Treaty & the [ eft[]

he parties within the left-front are now qui f
not it justified? The U.P. A government of Ma

f the *“sovereignty’ of our nation through the

d been able to resist i t! According to t

w on the whole as safe as it was before

[

e

c

—~+ T

s moment of their ongoing ‘victory celebrati
guestion whether there is any reason at al
| ear Treaty has been abandoned? The position
that the proposed talks between | .A.E. A, NuU
overnment hdeéebeoeady. How can one conclude fro
al ks wi || not happen at all, or, the treaty wi
l so now be too inopportune a moment to remind
New structure of I ndo-U.S. Security Relations’
orged with U.S. | mperialism in the past few ye
here has not been even an infinitesi mal devi at
ency of the Indian ruling class to bow toward
respects, how superfluous the left-front ‘victo
proletariat and not the principle matter of ane
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For the sake of di scussi on, even if we assum
“struggl e’ became able to get the nuclear treat
assume that the ‘pressure’ of the ‘lefts’ force
al | the treaties of military relations, l'i ke th
Rel ati ons, t hat they have undertaken with the i
‘sovereignty’ of Il ndia be assured? CPIM and it :
to convince that these recent treaties are all/l
t hem, our country was truly ‘sovereign’! They
the tendency of the Indian ruling class to disc
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g aligned more and more with tt

' and gettin
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‘“nonalignment ', t he |
pendent of any imperialilThe infl
s’ are n trying to pull this bl uff for
trying t convince the working class and ¢
nt ernal policies of the Indian ruling cl as

e congress party, were
ndependent anAl priolygeies sli aments are for th

so-called independent foreign policy by t

deceiving the working class and the toiling peo
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bring back that era of
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nonal i gnment princi

advance guards of the proletariat must no
ng the fact that pursuance of the non- al
ss did not in any way imply its freedom
g of the imperialists, or the fact that
ependent of the influence and contr ol of
bourgeois of I ndia came to power by mak
Direct rul e of the British imperialism
oitation by the imperialist capital conti nt
rialist control, influence and domination 1
bourgeois undertook the programme for the <c
upon the imperialism. Al l the programmes tFh
of the 5-year pl ans, were taken dependin
ugh these the dependence wupon imperialism h
period, as a consequence of the policy pur
of i mperial i st capital has progressively
: various ‘aid’ —through which imperialist
an economy has increased. Al ongsi de this i
the country, economy, as a natwural fallout
i sm, particularly U.S. imperialism, have in
politics. Right from the | arge projects und
nucl ear programme or the program of green
es of i mperiali st control and domination o
s are many and varied.

that ti me, however, the ruling class of th
an advantage. Opposed to the alliance of th
ership of the U.S. imperialism, stood the s
ership of Soviet Russia. These two blocks w
other to extend their domination with the
repression throughout the worl d. As a resu
e two bl ocks, ruling classes of several t hi
the opportunity of bargaining with them to
in the influence of this two power groups,
and control of i mperiali sm. 't was with th
process that the ruling class of the thi d
nment principle and grouped together in i :
policy by the Indian ruling class did not
ign policy independent of the control and i
not truly sovereign then, nor did I ndian r

O —~ =
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foreign Hoeonlciecy.those who are clamouring vocifer
is suddenly going to | ose her sovereignty toda:
t hat real sovereignty <cannot be achieved withc
exploitation and domination oAndt,hei mprmeperailalsinstc
eradicated from the countries soil only througt
tion under the |l eadership of the working cl ass.
who are working not in favour of this revolutio
become sentinels of the existing system instea
anything but what those ‘1lefts’ are doing. I s 1

The next question is, s it possible for the
vert back even to that so-called independent f ¢
the Indian ruling c¢class shifted from its polic
wi | |, that they can now, if they wish, revert b
programme of capitalist devel opment depending
I ndia big bourgeois ruling class pursued from 1
rialism went on increasing, so also increased
the beginning of the 1980s, the ruling class to
first ti me, foll owing which they took the I|ine
conditionalities imposed by the imperialists.
two imperialist groups was also | ost after the
1980s. At the ti me, the I ndian ruling c¢class wa:¢
from the | M. F once again and initiated the ne
how the control of the imperialist capital has
economy. The direct consequence of alll t hese i s
society, including the politics, the control an
specially their band-1eader U.S imperialists, I
circumstances it is only natur al that they I ndi
continue their so-called non-alignment policy a
Uu.S imperialism. It is only this truth that is
military nuclear treaty?”, “new structure of I nd

To put in a nutshell, a | arge-scale change 1in
uation has forced the Indian ruling class to ab
foreign policy’ and found themselves in more &
i mperial i sm. Hence, j ust by wishing to do so,
old ‘“non-alignment policy’ or the so-called ‘i
Wh a 't is more important is that reverting back
can not be the objective of the proletariat, th
compl ete eradication of the exploitation and op
achieve true ‘sovereignty’

The ‘|l eft’ parties of I ndia, under the | eaders
through their concerted c¢cl amour about the nucl ¢
working as the untiring sentinels of Il ndi an ‘ sc
as apparent as daylight in the past 15 to 16 vy
none in going begging at the feet of iimperialis
i tal and opening the gates for plunder. On one
granted the most gratuitous reception, ‘“whil e o
to the imperialist’ wi || be opposed! What cast|
ing? Undoubtedly, they are trying to convince






